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Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Elizabeth Salmón
61st Session of the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/61/55)


Theme of the report

Monitor and implementation of the UPR recommendations supported by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) using human rights indicators for the realization of human rights in the DPRK.

Summary of the report 

The Special Rapporteur provides an update on the human rights situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). Surveillance has increased with newer CCTV cameras with facial recognition functions. New laws include a number of crimes punishable by the death penalty. The Government centralized the distribution of grains, and staples sold at the State-run shops are not affordable for some people particularly when they have lost cash income due to stricter control of markets. Freedom of movement remains severely restricted. The United Nations and other organizations have not been able to go back to the country. At the same time, the DPRK’s extreme militarization policies continue to raise concerns as they are sustained through extensive reliance on forced labour and quota systems.  
In this report, the Special Rapporteur uses illustrative recommendations made during the third and fourth cycles of the universal periodic review, focusing on four thematic issues (the right to life, the right to freedom of movement, the right to food and the right to work) and one specific group (persons with disabilities). She analyses the progress made in the implementation of recommendations emanating from the universal periodic review and supported by the DPRK. Then she proposes measurable benchmarks and specific actions, using human rights indicators, that the DPRK can use to monitor and implement UPR recommendations. The Special Rapporteur recommends that the DPRK integrate the indicators into its implementation efforts, prepare a midterm report on the implementation of recommendations and include relevant data in its national report for the fifth review cycle. These benchmarks can be also used by other States and the international community to monitor progress and develop international cooperation to improve human rights. Benchmarks under each recommendation supported by the DPRK are presented in the Annex of this report.

