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Theme of the report: Land, Territory and the Right to Food
Summary: The Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Michael Fakhri, examines how land and territory are intertwined with the realization of the right to food. Land degradation, hunger, and environmental collapse share the same root cause: treating land as a commodity rather than as a living territory governed by rights. He highlights the growing global concentration and commodification of land driven by corporate consolidation, investment regimes, extractive industries and deregulated trade policies which has intensified dispossession, inequality, hunger and conflict. International trade and investment regimes are identified as key factors facilitating land concentration and weakening States’ capacity to protect tenure rights.
The report evaluates the role of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) welcoming its objectives but raising concerns over realization. Without progress on land governance and tenure, commitments under UNCCD will remain structurally fragile. This report suggests that UNCCD will fail to meet its objectives unless ICARRD 2026 delivers concrete outcomes on land redistribution, tenure security, and territorial rights.
The report identifies disputes over land and territory as central drivers of conflict worldwide, with particular focus on Palestine. It examines how Israel’s occupation and settlement expansion in the West Bank have reshaped Palestinian land tenure, restricted access to land and water, and undermined livelihoods, linking forced displacement and starvation to broader patterns of control, and referencing allegations of settler-colonial practices, apartheid and genocide in Gaza. The report highlights widespread dispossession affecting Indigenous Peoples, peasants, fisherfolk, Afro-descendant communities and pastoralists, and connects these patterns to environmental degradation, including desertification, deforestation, soil erosion and extractivism as manifestations of structural injustice in land governance.
The Special Rapporteur discusses digital land governance systems and conservation initiatives, cautioning that technocratic reforms may entrench exclusion if not grounded in human rights. He underscores persistent discrimination based on gender and sexual orientation in land ownership and inheritance, which continues to limit secure tenure and participation in decision-making for women and other marginalized rural communities. The report advances recognition of a right to land and territory and calls for safeguarding collective and customary tenure rights, redistributive agrarian reform, equitable access to natural resources, regulation of corporate land acquisitions, and the integration of human rights safeguards into environmental and digital governance frameworks.
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
• How can States prevent excessive land concentration and strengthen protection of collective and customary tenure rights?
• What measures are needed to regulate corporate land acquisitions and ensure human rights safeguards in environmental and digital land governance?
• How can States prevent land dispossession and starvation in situations of conflict and occupation, and ensure accountability under international law?
