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Theme of the report: Equal participation of persons with disabilities in political life.

Summary: 
The report A/HRC/61/46 is presented by the Special Rapporteur on the rights to persons with disabilities, Heba Hagrass, to the 61st session of the Human Rights Council, pursuant to Council resolution 53/14. It contains a description of the activities undertaken by the mandate in 2025 and a thematic study on the equal participation of persons with disabilities in political life, particularly the right to stand in elections and effectively hold public office.
In this report, the Special Rapporteur finds that while progress has been made globally in promoting the right to vote of persons with disabilities, significantly less attention has been given to the right of persons with disabilities to run for office and exercise political leadership. As a result, persons with disabilities remain underrepresented in elected bodies worldwide. This underrepresentation is compounded by a lack of reliable, disability-disaggregated data, which limits visibility of the problem and hinders evidence-based policymaking.
The report identifies multiple, interrelated barriers to political representation of persons with disabilities. These include discriminatory laws and constitutional provisions that restrict candidacy or holding office on the basis of disability, often linked to guardianship regimes and denial of legal capacity. Stigma and ableism, which shape negative perceptions of the competence, legitimacy, and “electability” of candidates with disabilities. Structural barriers such as inaccessible physical, digital, and informational environments, combined with the absence of reasonable accommodation and the high disability-related costs of political participation. 
The report highlights that these barriers are intensified for individuals facing intersecting forms of discrimination, particularly women and young persons with disabilities, as well as persons living in rural areas, indigenous persons, and migrants with disabilities.
At the end of this report, the Special Rapporteur draws conclusions and recommendations to States and other stakeholders such as to repeal discriminatory legislation and align national frameworks with the CRPD; adopting affirmative measures such as quotas or reserved seats where appropriate and carefully designed; enforcing binding accessibility standards across all stages of the political process; establishing public funding mechanisms to cover disability-related costs; strengthening disability-inclusive data collection; and investing in education, training, and leadership development in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities. 

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
· Challenges encountered in aligning national electoral and constitutional frameworks with article 29 of the CRPD, and lessons learned from recent reforms.
· Policies or initiatives aimed at moving beyond accessibility of voting to actively promoting political representation and leadership of persons with disabilities.
· Good practices in ensuring accessible political environments, including election campaigns, party activities, parliamentary work, and public office.
· Experiences with affirmative action measures, such as disability quotas on candidate lists or reserved seats in legislatures, including design, implementation, and impact.

