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Theme of the report: “Torture and Genocide”

Summary: Titled “Torture and Genocide”, the report examines Israel’s systematic use of torture against Palestinians from the occupied Palestinian territory since 7 October 2023, encompassing both custodial and non-custodial practices, which it finds meet the threshold for genocide under the Genocide Convention. It indicates that torture has become integral to the domination of and punishment inflicted on men, women and children, both through custodial abuse and through a relentless campaign of forced displacement, mass killings, deprivation and destruction of all means of life to inflict long-term collective pain and suffering. 
The report situates torture within a broader framework of both custodial and non-custodial policies and practices, in which the infliction of collective long-term harm reflects a concerted effort to control and erase a people: by destroying basic conditions of life, breaking social bonds and collective resistance, and ultimately forcing Palestinians from their land to replace them with settlers. 
The report finds that in custody, Palestinian have been subjected to exceptionally ruthless physical and psychological abuse, on a scale and with an intensity without precedent in the history of Palestine/Israel. Brutal beatings, sexual violence, rape, lethal mistreatment, starvation, and the systematic deprivation of the most basic human conditions have inflicted profound and lasting scars on the bodies and minds of tens of thousands of Palestinians and their loved ones. According to the report, these practices demonstrate that Israel’s detention system has descended into a regime of systemic and widespread humiliation, coercion, and terror, aiming at stripping Palestinians not only of their liberty but of their dignity, identity, and even the most basic sense of humanity – and that, far from isolated excesses, such conduct has been institutionalized within detention structures, politically endorsed by Israeli authorities, and publicly justified, or even celebrated, by segments of society.
The Special Rapporteur further reports that beyond detention, Palestinians are subjected to conditions that cumulatively inflict severe collective physical and psychological suffering: mass killings, mass displacement, mass destruction of homes and infrastructure, mass starvation, mass deprivation including of essential medical care, and the constant exposure to violence and humiliation without repair. The report underlines that in this torturous environment, the intentional destruction of the conditions necessary for life makes daily existence an ordeal of exhaustion, trauma and precarity.
In light of the Special Rapporteur’s previous report (A/79/384), she stresses that by targeting the totality of the people, across the totality of the occupied land, through a totality of conducts, genocide has become the ultimate form of torture: continuous, generational and collective. The practices are designed to inflict harm and obliterate once and for all the Palestinian right to self-determination, eroding the possibility of political, cultural and territorial continuity. She concludes that this constitutes the infliction of serious bodily and mental harm under Article II(b) of the Genocide Convention, and intentional, collective torture.
The report recommends the Government of Israel to immediately cease all acts of torture and ill-treatment of the Palestinian people as part of its ongoing genocide, whether custodial or non-custodial; dismantling of the apartheid regime; immediate end of Israel’s unlawful presence in the territory, alongside accountability, full reparation, guarantees of non-repetition and measures to preserve memory through institutional and educational reform. The Special Rapporteur also recommend Israel to give access to the ICRC, the UN Commission of Inquiry, UN experts and lawyers to investigate all crimes committed, including torture and other ill-treatment.
To Member States, the Special Rapporteur recommends complying with their obligation not to participate in or be complicit in Israeli crimes, and to instead prevent and address serious breaches of international law, particularly as set out in the UN Charter and the Genocide Convention, and to ensure that acts of genocide, torture and ill-treatment are investigated and prosecuted. 
Lastly, the Special Rapporteur recommends that the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court investigate and prosecute acts of genocide, torture and ill-treatment and, in this context, immediately request arrest warrants for Israeli officials in particular Ministers Ben-Gvir and Smotrich suspected of perpetrating and/or ordering atrocity crimes outlined in this report, as well as the Chief of the General Staff of the Israeli military and high-ranking officials within the Israeli Prison Service, in charge of detention centres. 

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· When will your state take concrete actions to stop the genocide in Gaza and ensure that Palestinian people are protected? 
· The Special Rapporteur’s reports on genocide exposed the denial of self-determination of the Palestinian people and the denunciation of Israel’s settler-colonialism. How is the present report connected to it? 
· What steps has your state taken to comply with the provisional measure of the International Court of Justice?


