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Theme of the report: 
Title: Defending dignity and claiming rights: human rights defenders hold firm to universal values as others desert them 
Theme: Bringing the voices of human rights defenders to the Human Rights Council

Summary: 
In the present report, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders presents the voices of human rights defenders to the Human Rights Council against a backdrop of increasing challenges to human rights and the international human rights framework. The 300 submissions from defenders in 82 countries and territories provide an overview of how they are navigating these challenges. 
In Part 1 of the report, the Special Rapporteur discusses the unshakeable motivations of human rights defenders and explores why so many people have been drawn to this work, despite the profound risks that often accompanies it. In this section, she also discusses how some of that work is under serious threat, including as a result of funding cuts and legislation adopted that prohibits or heavily taxes foreign funding to human rights defenders, in direct contravention of Article 13 of the UN Declaration on human rights defenders. 
In Part 2 of the report, the Special Rapporteur highlights what is being lost due to the reduced capacity of human rights defenders to protect, defend and promote human rights. Although most individuals exercise their right to defend human rights outside of a structured organizational framework and may rarely, if ever, have received financial support, all human rights defenders are potentially impacted by the singeing budget cuts because they weaken the networks and organizations that defenders can turn to in moments of crisis. In such a context, the Special Rapporteur articulates how societies are worse off while risks to human rights defenders escalate. With resources stretched so thin, the Special Rapporteur warns of a potential coming mental health crisis among human rights defenders as a result of burn-out and the scrapping of programs offering psychosocial support. 
In Part 3 of the report, the Special Rapporteur outlines how most, though not all, human rights defenders maintain faith and find relevance in the international standards as laid out in the declarations, covenants and treaties that shape international human rights law. These standards continue to anchor their work and provide them with a moral compass, a legal framework and a common language. She also interrogates international mechanisms designed to protect human rights defenders. Human rights defenders who made submissions for the current report broadly agree that such mechanisms are at best partly effective or occasionally effective and at worst ineffective. Many emphasized the lack of enforcement powers, the lengthy processes and the dependency on the political will of relevant states to comply as weak points. They point out that such mechanisms are at their best when combined with local action. For grassroots defenders, access to these mechanisms was described as challenging, although those linked with national networks or larger human rights organizations report being able to make submissions without great difficulty. The current report closes with recommendations to various international actors based on what human rights defenders themselves see as most necessary in this moment of crisis.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· Given the seismic changes in the human rights environment over the past few years, what support do human rights defenders tell you that they most urgently need now?
· Have these changes impacted all human rights defenders in the same way, or are there certain types of defenders more acutely at risk?
· Do human rights defenders still find international mechanisms relevant as means to protect them? 
· What are the most important changes that need to take place to make Special Procedures more effective?
· As you finish up six years in the mandate, what are your reflections on your time in the role?

