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Theme of the report: Protecting children from sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse: progress, new frontiers and the path forward

Summary: 
In the present report, the Special Rapporteur on the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children, Mama Fatima Singhateh, presents reflections on how her six-year tenure has contributed to preventing and addressing the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children. The report also identifies remaining and new challenges in tackling the issue, to inform future efforts of her successor.
Throughout her mandate, the Special Rapporteur has observed persistent and evolving forms of sale, sexual exploitation, and sexual abuse of children. Online child exploitation and abuse have surged, driven by misuse of technology and emerging tools. The COVID-19 pandemic and other crises have amplified children’s vulnerabilities. Challenges in child protection continue to increase in industries such as travel as well as entertainment. Some children in vulnerable situations, including boys, gender-diverse children and street-connected children, remain largely invisible in protection efforts.
During her tenure, the Special Rapporteur has advanced global efforts to combat the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children. Among others, she has promoted child-sensitive terminology, guided States in legislative reforms and child-centered policy designs and amplified the voices of children and young people. Practical tools developed have supported States in translating commitments into action, while advocacy initiatives have spotlighted invisible victims and strengthened inclusive protection. 
Children continue to face growing risks due to rapidly evolving digital threats and intersecting global crises. Technology-facilitated sexual exploitation and abuse have intensified, with offenders increasingly exploiting technology for rapid dissemination and evading accountability. Conflicts and climate-related disasters continue to create conditions conducive to child sexual exploitation and abuse. Growing extractive industries further heighten children’s vulnerabilities. Harmful sexual behaviours among children add another layer of concern. 
Despite progress in legal frameworks, fragmented implementation remains a major barrier. The lack of harmonized legislation, standardized protocols, intersectoral collaboration and technical capacity result in inconsistent approaches. Prevention and early detection of child sexual exploitation and abuse remain weak. Data gaps persist globally, with underreporting and lack of national centralized systems hindering evidence-based policymaking. Private sector accountability is another critical gap. Monitoring and enforcement remain weak without clear compliance mechanisms.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· The impact of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur in contributing to the fight against the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children, including positive examples from States’ engagement with the mandate.
· Challenges that limit the effective implementation and application of existing laws, policies and guidelines to prevent, detect, support and protect child victims and survivors.
· Trends and emerging threats defining the scope and extent of the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children especially in view of evolving global contexts.
· Concrete actions, initiatives and programs in engaging with children, youth, child-led and/or youth-led organizations and networks in the fight against the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children.

