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Theme of the report: Addressing Minority Issues through their Root Causes

Summary: This study highlights that the nature of the challenges faced by minority groups tends to be relatively consistent across countries; what differs more significantly are the root causes that give rise to these challenges in specific national settings. The Special Rapporteur notes that prevailing interpretations of minority issues have largely been shaped by contexts of nation‑building, which primarily produce “national minorities.” He therefore recommends broadening and adapting existing concepts and mechanisms to address other root causes of minority issues—such as migration, decolonization, entrenched social hierarchies, and the situation of non‑sedentary populations—so that responses are better aligned with the full diversity of minority experiences.

The Special Rapporteur urges the international community and Member States to treat attempts to exterminate minorities as genocide; address exclusion and invisibilization—especially by collecting disaggregated data; identify and monitor structural and territorial discrimination; protect minority participation through supportive institutions and by ending restrictions on civil society; deepen understanding of the varied root causes of minority issues, including those linked to migration, decolonization, entrenched social hierarchies, and non sedentary populations; reassess minority rights frameworks in contexts without a dominant majority; recognize migrants as facing minority related issues; eliminate social stratification; create a dedicated working group on non sedentary minorities; adopt national plans to address context specific minority issues; develop a “minority in society index”; and convene a World Summit on minority issues to ensure these concerns become central in the post-2030 agenda.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· Elaborate on effective approaches used by States to collect high‑quality, disaggregated data on minorities—particularly methods that respect self‑identification, safeguard privacy, and build trust with communities.
· Share positive initiatives that recognize and promote the cultural, economic, and social contributions of minorities—including migrants and their descendants—in ways that strengthen inclusion and social cohesion. 
· Share best practices and challenges in developing and implementing a national action plan on addressing specific minority issues. Please provide concrete processes for meaningful consultation, mechanisms for monitoring and accountability, and methods for tailoring policies to different root causes.
· Share reflections about the development of a minority in society index, which would allow for regular and objective monitoring of the situation of persons belonging to minorities, the relationship between these persons and the community as a whole. What indicators might best capture the lived experiences of minorities, including their equality, recognition, participation, and sense of belonging? How could such an index be developed in a way that is rigorous, comparable across contexts, and sensitive to local realities?
· Please share reflections on the added value, scope, and expected outcomes of a world summit on minority issues. How could such an event meaningfully inform the shaping of the post‑2030 development agenda, ensure stronger international commitment to the protection of minorities, and elevate the visibility of groups currently underserved by existing frameworks?

