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Priority actions towards breathing clean air, protecting public health and ensuring a healthy environment 

Summary: In the current report the Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment warns that air pollution is driving widespread human rights violations highlighting key actions needed. 
Clean air is an element of the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and is essential for the enjoyment of all human rights, including the rights to life and health. However, most people do not enjoy clean air, primarily due to a lack of health and environmental protections. Air pollution transcends borders, causing transboundary impacts, while systematic inequalities, climate change, ecosystem loss and toxic pollution aggravate the impacts.
The report highlights that, as economic growth and industrial activity is prioritized, the extraction and use of fossil fuels, inadequate urban and land use planning, the lack of sustainable public transport, use of biomass for cooking and heating, and unsustainable industrial agricultural practices severely degrade the air everyone breathes. 
There is extensive conclusive scientific evidence of the health risks posed by air pollution, which has an impact on all organs of the human body throughout life, including in utero. Children are the most vulnerable, along with older persons, pregnant people, people with pre-existing health conditions, and marginalized groups, especially those living in urban areas. Currently, air pollution is linked to an estimate between 6 and 8 million premature deaths annually worldwide and is associated with 83% of noncommunicable diseases, including heart disease, stroke, cancer and chronic respiratory illnesses.
The report highlights the severity of the situation especially in low- and middle-income countries and contrasts it with existent solutions and actions that must be improved and implemented, including transitions to cleaner energy, appropriate monitoring and controlling of emissions, improved planning and better transport among others. The report includes key recommendations for States, cities and subnational governments, businesses and international organizations, such as: 
· Ensuring that air quality frameworks incorporate a human rights-based approach, recognizing severe risks and harms for air pollution, and progressively strengthen these frameworks and its enforcement, 
· Mandate monitoring programs providing regular, accurate and verifiable data for air quality and emissions,
· Identify air pollution hotspots and prioritize interventions to protect the most vulnerable populations, including through air pollution action plans that guarantee health protection,
· Control main drivers of air pollution through effective impacts assessments that consider human rights and health impacts; limiting new fossil fuels use and production while increasing strict control and advancing to healthy air alternatives; and enforce strong measures to prevent forest fires and waste and agricultural burning,
· Strengthen awareness of the consequences of air pollution to increase acceptance of and adherence to measures intended to protect health and the environment.

Suggested issues on which the mandate holder would welcome the views of participants in the interactive dialogue:
· What are some of the main challenges experienced by States with regards to the adequate implementation of measures to prevent harm, to act with due diligence and to implement effective measures to guarantee clean air?
· What are some “good” practices of the tackling the root causes of air pollution in terms of taking preventive and corrective actions to address transboundary and localized sources?
· Please provide information on businesses and their responsibilities to prevent, avoid and stop worsening air pollution and subsequent health risks, especially in relation to children, workers and other persons in vulnerable situations?

