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Theme of the report: Nature Conservation and Cultural Rights

Summary: The Special Rapporteur is concerned that nature conservation is often performed either with no consideration to cultural rights, or worse, at the expense of cultural rights, and disregarding cultural diversity. Dominant cultural groups tend to pinpoint practices that are carried out outside of their own communities as trivial or backwards in any case, and to ignore them. 
Utilitarian approaches in which nature is at the service of human development lead to extractivism and predation, even though such outcomes have been found to be harmful to all. International law emphasizes that States must take into account the interdependence between communities and their natural and cultural ecosystems, respect the diversity of cultural practices and question without prejudice and bias whether practices promote or jeopardize human dignity and the sustainability of these ecosystems. A cultural rights-based approach, anchored in the principles of non-discrimination, equality and justice, is necessary to fulfill the state obligations under Article 15 ICESCR. Cultural rights must be included in all nature conservation agendas. 
The Special Rapporteur cautions against the ‘fortress conservation model’ that, as evidence shows clearly, is catastrophic for the local populations. She urges States to ensure that their bodies, as well as donors, apply a cultural rights-based approach which requires favouring special measures, wide consultation and participation, human rights impact assessments and judicial guarantees for cultural rights in nature conservation.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· Which concern expressed in the report of the Special Rapporteur resonates the most with the situation in your country? Please explain why.
· What steps has your state taken or foreseen to move away from “fortress” conservation models?
· How do you ensure real and effective participation of local communities and affected persons in conservation projects?
· What are the guarantees you have as donor states, or as receivers of donor assistance, that cultural rights will be respected in nature conservation? What are the legal avenues possible if such guarantees are not fulfilled?  
· Which recommendations of the Special Rapporteur are the most useful regarding the situation in your country? Please explain what steps can be taken to implement these recommendations.
· What are the main challenges encountered in your country in identifying, respecting, protecting and fulfilling cultural rights, both individual and collective, in conception, design, funding, implementation, management and monitoring of nature conservation projects?
· Can you share an example of good cultural rights impact assessments undertaken at every phase of nature conservation processes, including prior to their commencement and at the evaluation phase?
· What steps can be taken to ensure that state donor agencies and private donors implement the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur. What are the challenges?

