
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing, Balakrishnan Rajagopal

A/HRC/61/43

61st session of the Human Rights Council 


Theme of the report: Guiding Principles on Resettlement 

Summary: 
The present report, submitted pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 55/11, introduces the Guiding Principles on Resettlement, developed by the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context, Balakrishnan Rajagopal. As the last report of the mandate holder, it also contains a short overview of key developments, challenges and achievements during his six-year tenure as Special Rapporteur.
The Guiding Principles emerged from a two and half year-long process of knowledge and data gathering, consultation with States, civil society groups, affected communities and experts, as well as two UN reports issued by the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing to the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council. 
The objective of the Guiding Principles is to prevent all involuntary resettlement and, towards that end, to identify the rights and guarantees relevant to the protection of persons before, during and after resettlement and the obligations of States, businesses, international organizations and non-State actors. They aim to ensure that resettlement is pursued as a last resort and that its processes and outcomes respect, protect and fulfil the rights and dignity of affected individuals and communities, consistent with existing obligations under international human rights law and other applicable norms and standards of international law. 

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· As the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing, Balakrishnan Rajagopal, will conclude his six-year tenure following this session of the Human Rights Council, please share your reflections on the progress achieved in advancing the right to adequate housing, the key persisting gaps and challenges, and the priorities that should inform future efforts and cooperation. 
 
· Given the rising global challenges of housing affordability and availability, what policies and good practices have States put forward to expand access to adequate housing for all, including migrants, low-income households, and other persons belonging to vulnerable groups? What are the main challenges?

· Please elaborate on the measures taken to prevent forced eviction and displacement. When resettlement is unavoidable, how do States ensure that resettlement processes respect human rights and dignity, including when persons and communities are displaced due to development projects, disasters and conflicts? What are the challenges and how do you see the Guiding Principles on Resettlement help address them? 

· What “good” practices exist to prevent the widespread destruction of housing in conflict settings, known as domicide? How have States responded to it, and how could they better respond in the future? 


