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Theme: How freedom of religion or belief relates to death and honouring the deceased
Summary: In this thematic report, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Nazila Ghanea, examines how freedom of religion or belief offers significant rights insights with regards to honouring the deceased, including in the practices of mourning, burial or cremation, and commemoration. 
“Funeral rights” is used to capture the related framework of rights, both individual and collective, relating to a wide range of religious laws, observances, and rites; Indigenous and non-religious traditions and practices; and commemorations and ceremonies with or without religious elements associated with death and the honouring of the deceased, which, the report argues are often overlooked as rights entitlements, over-regulated, or denied in discriminatory ways.
States should uphold funeral rights without discrimination, including by recognizing and accommodating diverse practices to the highest extent possible; ensuring equal and practicable access to burial grounds and related facilities; preventing and responding to interference by State and non-State actors; and ensuring accountability and effective remedies, including for hate-motivated attacks and desecration of funeral sites.
The report notes that funeral rights are explicitly protected in international legal instruments as a manifestation of religion or belief. Any limitations on such manifestation must therefore meet the strict legality–necessity–proportionality legal tests and must not be used to coerce the living, for example by pressuring next of kin at the time of burial. Other rights that relate to funeral rights include non-discrimination, privacy, family life, peaceful assembly, association, cultural rights, minority rights, property rights and the right to life. 
Freedom of religion or belief makes eight specific contributions to funeral rights, including clarifying the relevant rights-holders as the deceased, the next of kin and family, and their ‘community of practice’. 
Across law, policy and practice, the report documents recurring patterns of restrictions and violations drawing from lack of recognition of religion and belief communities and Indigenous Peoples; ‘neutral’ rules that in practice privilege and enforce majoritarian customs; zoning and administrative barriers to cemeteries and facilities; and desecration, vandalism and destruction of graves and burial sites. These highlight the need for sustained consultation with all concerned religion and belief communities.
The report concludes by underscoring that dignity and equality do not end at death. In light of the recurring patterns outlined, it urges States and other actors to move beyond formal equality and adopt practical, consultative measures that accommodate diverse funeral practices, while strengthening prevention, protection and accountability so that violations around death and remembrance are neither ignored nor left unpunished.
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
· What steps are being taken to ensure that all individuals and communities – including unregistered religion and belief minorities, Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendants and the non-religious – can carry out funerals and commemorate the dead in accordance with their religion or belief, without coercion or discrimination? How essential is it to institutionalize ongoing consultation with affected communities?
· How should domestic laws and local administrative and zoning decisions accommodate diverse funeral practices in practice such as early burial, proximate burials, facilities for the preparation of the body, cremation and the scattering of ashes, and secular ceremonies?
· What measures can States take to respect, protect, fulfil, promote and provide accountability for funeral rights?
· What measures are in place to prevent, investigate and prosecute interference with funerals and hate-motivated attacks or desecration of cemeteries and burial sites, and to provide effective remedies and restoration?

