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Annual panel discussion on the adverse impacts of climate change on human rights
Theme: Facilitating actionable pathways for gaining momentum in climate financing in the context of addressing the adverse impacts of climate change on the full realization of human rights for all people
Concept note (as of 9 June 2026)
	Date and venue:
	Friday, 19 June 2026, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	The panel discussion will focus on facilitating actionable pathways for gaining momentum in climate financing in the context of addressing the adverse impacts of climate change on the full realization of human rights for all people, and ways forward to address the challenges thereto, as well as on promising practices and lessons learned. The objectives are:  
· To enhance understanding of States’ obligations in the context of climate finance under international human rights law and affirmed by the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on Obligations of States in respect of Climate Change;
· To highlight the challenges and barriers to ensuring adequate, equitably distributed and high-quality climate finance flows aligned with human rights obligations, and improving the global climate finance architecture;
· To identify promising practices and share lessons learned from human rights-based approaches to climate finance, including approaches that ensure transparency, accountability, participation and accessibility;
· To explore actionable pathways for increasing climate finance and fiscal space for the realization of human rights and rights-based climate action in a manner consistent with States’ human rights obligations, including for Indigenous Peoples, women, and other groups in vulnerable situations. 

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Marcelo Vàzquez Bermúdez, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists: 
	· H.E. Ms. Patricia Ann Hermanns, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of The Bahamas to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
· Mr. Stanley Kimaren Riamit, Executive Director of Indigenous Livelihoods Enhancement Partners
· Ms. María Ron Balsera, Executive Director of the Center for Economic and Social Rights
· Mr. Mohammad Hafijul Islam Khan, Executive Director of the Centre for Climate Justice - Bangladesh 

	
	

	Outcome:
	The panel discussion will provide an opportunity for States, international organizations and other relevant stakeholders to discuss human rights approaches with respect to the mobilization and use of climate finance. It will foster dialogue on pathways to mobilizing human rights-based climate finance, advancing stronger human rights alignment in current climate finance flows, and strengthening governance of financing mechanisms. A summary report of the High Commissioner on the panel discussion will be submitted to the Human Rights Council at its 64th session. 

	Mandate:
	On 8 July 2025, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 59/25 on human rights and climate change. In paragraph 22 of the resolution, the Council decided that the annual panel discussion on human rights and climate change to be held at its 62nd session shall be focused on facilitating actionable pathways for gaining momentum in climate financing in the context of addressing the adverse impacts of climate change on the full realization of human rights for all people, and ways forward to address the challenges thereto, as well as on best practices and lessons learned. The Council also decided that the panel discussion would have International Sign interpretation and captioning.

	Background:
	States have human rights obligations with respect to climate change and climate finance. Without ambitious and timely investment guided by human rights, the climate catastrophe will deepen, leading to more frequent and intense extreme weather and directly affecting the human rights of people everywhere. Climate finance must be people‑centred, non‑discriminatory, participatory, transparent and accountable.
Major barriers and challenges to human rights‑aligned climate finance persist. Current climate finance flows are both quantitatively insufficient and inequitably distributed, with least developed countries and small island developing States receiving a smaller share, while mitigation dominates funding at the expense of adaptation and loss and damage. Qualitatively, a majority of climate finance is debt creating, thus exacerbating debt burdens amid shrinking fiscal space. In addition, the opacity in decision‑making, complex access requirements that exclude local actors, inadequate participation of Indigenous Peoples, women and persons in vulnerable situations, and weak safeguards, due diligence and accountability mechanisms remain pervasive. Climate finance initiatives may also adversely affect the rights of Indigenous Peoples where they are implemented without meaningful consultation and their free, prior and informed consent, particularly in relation to lands, territories and natural resources. Certain prevailing financial practices also actively undermine human rights and climate goals. Continued fossil fuel subsidies divert vast public resources toward activities that exacerbate climate change and inequality, while carbon markets have raised concerns about environmental integrity and documented human rights violations. Illicit financial flows further drain public revenues needed for climate action, while excessive reliance on private sector‑led solutions – without robust regulation – risks prioritizing profit over people and the planet. 
International human rights law provides an essential framework to mobilize human-rights aligned climate finance. States have legally binding obligations to cooperate on climate action and climate finance. The recent advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice affirmed States have legally binding obligations related to climate change, including with respect to the provision of financial assistance. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights requires States to take steps, individually and through international assistance and cooperation, to the maximum of their available resources to support the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights. In that regard, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights affirmed that States must consider historical contributions to environmental degradation, differing capabilities and the specific needs of developing countries. The Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights require States to protect against human rights abuses by business enterprises, including through measures to prevent, investigate, punish and redress abuses. This applies to climate finance projects. States should take additional steps to protect against human rights abuses by business enterprises that are owned or controlled by the State, as many major fossil fuel companies are, including, where appropriate, by requiring human rights due diligence. Policy frameworks, including the outcome document of the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (Sevilla Commitment), also provide important foundations for making climate finance more just. 
A human-rights based approach is key to mobilizing climate finance, expanding fiscal space for human rights and increasing the quality and effectiveness of current climate finance flows. Human rights-based measures intended to prevent misaligned and harmful finance practices; adopt progressive taxation measures as one of the most effective ways to mobilize resources, including  taxes on wealth and on fossil fuel profits and extraction; prioritize grants and highly concessional finance over loans; provide debt relief and standstills for climate‑vulnerable countries; and expand direct, simplified access to finance for affected communities, including Indigenous Peoples, should be considered. Scaling up climate finance, particularly towards vulnerable countries, should enable higher public investment in, inter alia, social security, education, health, a heathy environment and the right to development. Strengthening governance of financing mechanisms, including transparency, participation, accountability and access to remedies, is also critical to a human rights-based approach to climate finance. Attention should be given to ensuring the meaningful participation of affected persons and communities, including Indigenous Peoples through their representative institutions and consistent with the right to free, prior and informed consent.

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, which will cover the opening statement, panellists’ presentations and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available. 
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per Council practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	
Human Rights Council resolution 59/25 of 8 July 2025 on human rights and climate change
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