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Theme of the report: 
The report examines how food systems rooted in fossil fuel-dependent and industrial production models are a major driver of climate change, environmental degradation, and negative human rights impacts locally and globally. Terrestrial and aquatic food systems account for between 21 and 37 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions, and without transformative action, those emissions are projected to increase by 60 to 90 per cent by 2050. The climate impact of nitrogen fertilizer alone exceeds that of commercial aviation. Approximately 1.3 billion tonnes of food are wasted every year, generating emissions equivalent to those of the world's third-largest emitter. In addition to greenhouse gas emissions, industrialized food systems are heavily reliant on petrochemicals – plastics, fertilizers and pesticides – which harm carbon sinks such as forests, soil and the ocean and cause additional human rights harm arising from biodiversity loss and toxic pollution. 

The report links these findings with unprecedented concentration of corporate power across food systems, linked to well-documented practices of disinformation, greenwashing and climate obstruction, which weaken national sovereignty and limit democratic control. As a result, fossil fuel production keeps expanding, undermining progress made in decarbonizing the energy sector while underpinning food over-production and the global expansion of ultra-processed foods with compounding impacts on the human rights to health, water, food and the environment globally. 

The report clarifies that transforming food systems entails inter-related obligations to decarbonize, defossilize, and detoxify food systems under international human rights law and in accordance with State obligations to protect the climate system as clarified by the International Court of Justice in its 2025 Advisory Opinion. The report recommends ensuring corporate accountability through all available legal means, and prioritizing climate action and finance supporting Indigenous Peoples’ and peasants’ agroecology, small-scale ecosystem-based fisheries and pastoralism, highlighting the value of their knowledge systems in building more sustainable, resilient and equitable food systems. Complying with these obligations, and with the respective responsibilities of business and international financial institutions, is particularly urgent in the current geopolitical context, as our food systems are facing extreme instability due to worsening climate change and armed conflicts that further aggravate climate change, increase fuel and food prices, and disrupt global value chains, with disproportionate impacts in the countries most affected by climate change and least responsible for it.
Questions for the Interactive Dialogue
· What are key opportunities and challenges to decarbonize, defossilize and detoxify food systems?
· What measures have been successful in addressing disinformation and climate obstruction in food systems?
· How can States and others best support legally and financially Indigenous Peoples’, peasants’, pastoralists’, small-scale fishers’ and rural women’s food systems?
· How can States better ensure corporate accountability for severe human rights and environmental impacts in the context of food systems?
· What are key opportunities and challenges for States to redirect subsidies and international public finance towards food systems that prioritize human and planetary health, particularly in developing countries?
