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Theme of the report: Child trafficking in the context of statelessness, forced displacement and migration

Summary: Globally, one in three trafficked persons is a child. For migrant, forcibly displaced and stateless children, the risks of trafficking are significantly increased. The causes are multiple and structural. Child trafficking risks are present at all stages of the migration journey and in situations of forced displacement. For unaccompanied and separated children, the risks are greater, particularly given weaknesses in child protection services and the prevalence of racialized discrimination in the policing of borders and migration governance. The process of transit is perhaps the most dangerous for children. The failure to ensure safe migration pathways or effective access to international protection pushes children into dangerous, risky journeys, enabling both organized and informal criminal networks to profit from the resulting precarity and vulnerabilities, with devastating consequences for children. 
Failure to ensure planned and safe relocation and migration pathways in response to climate change and climate-related disasters further contributes to heightened vulnerability to trafficking in persons, in particular for children who are out of school and displaced from rural to urban centres or across borders, often separated from parents or caregivers and with limited or no access to child protection systems.  In all actions concerning children, including migrant and forcibly displaced children, the principle of the best interests of the child must be a primary consideration. The principle of non-discrimination is equally significant, but often overlooked. Forcibly displaced, migrant and stateless children are at significant risk of trafficking for the purposes of hazardous child labour, domestic servitude, forced begging, forced criminality, child and forced marriage and, in some contexts, for illegal adoption or for organ removal.
The Report addresses child statelessness. Discrimination, based on race, gender and migration status, arbitrary deprivation of nationality, as well as gaps in nationality laws and inadequate birth registration systems, contribute to childhood statelessness, both de facto and de jure, leading to increased risks of child rights violations and child trafficking. The Report highlights the impact of widespread and systematic cuts to funding for humanitarian programmes, which severely undermine essential child protection systems and measures to prevent child trafficking. 

Questions for discussion:
1. What steps can be taken to eliminate child statelessness?
2. How can States prevent child trafficking in the context of forced displacement and migration, particularly in transit?
3. What measures can be taken to strengthen access to justice for child victims of trafficking?
4. How can States ensure that age assessment procedures are human rights law compliant? 
5. What measures can be taken to prevent child trafficking during climate related displacement?
6. What assistance and protection measures should be implemented by States to prevent child trafficking of migrant, forcibly displaced and stateless children?


