Draft Programme of Work for the 61st session of the Human Rights Council (23 FEBRUARY – 31 March 2026)
Version of 25 March 2026 (PROVISIONAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
	
	
	Week 1
	
	Week 2
	
	Week 3
	
	Week 4 
	
	Week 5
	
	WEEK 6

	                                   23 February
	         2 March
	9 March
	
	   16 March
	     23 March
	
	30 March
	

	M

O

N

D

A

Y
	9.00

–

12.00
	Item 1
Opening of session
High-level segment (HLS)
	9.30

–

12.30
	ITEM 2
General debate
	9:30

–

10.30
	ITEM 3
- ID with SR sale of children
	9:30

–

12.30
	- ID with Group of Experts on Nicaragua (HRC res. 58/18)
-  Joint ID with SR on Islamic Republic of Iran and FFM Iran (HRC res. 58/21)


	10:00

–

13.00
	ITEM 6 - UPR outcomes
	10:00

–

13.00
	Decisions and conclusions (cont’d)

	
	
	
	
	
	10.30
--

12.30
	annual discussion on rights of the child (HRC res. 7/29 and 55/29) accessible
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12.00

–

15.00
	HLS (cont’d)  
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	13.00

–
15.00
	BREAK
	13.00

–
15.00
	BREAK

	
	15.00

–

16.00
	HLS (cont’d)  
	14.30

–

17.30
	General debate on ITEM 2 (cont’d)
ITEM 3
- ID with SR torture
	14.30

–

16.30
	annual discussion on rights of the child (HRC res. 7/29 and 55/29) accessible
	14.30

–

17.30
	- Joint ID on Iran (cont’d)
Presentation of HC oral update on DPRK (res. 58/17) and oral update on Venezuela (res. 57/36) followed by General debate
	15.00

–

18.00
	General debate on ITEM 6
ITEM 7

- ID with SR on OPT
	15.00

–
18.00
	Decisions and conclusions (cont’d) 

	
	16.00

–

18.00
	annual HIGH-LEVEL MAINSTREAMING panel
(HRC res. 16/21 and 59/16)

accessible
	
	
	16.30

–

17.30
	- ID with SR sale of children (cont’d)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	24 February
	
	3 March
	
	10 March
	
	17 March
	
	24 March
	
	31 March

	T

U

E

S

D
A

Y
	9.30

–
11.30
	HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON 25th anniversary OF DDPA
(GA res. 80/193 and 
HRC res. 60/16)

accessible
	9.30

–

12.30
	- ID with SR torture (cont’d)
- ID with SR freedom of religion or belief
	9:30

–

12.30
	- ID with SRSG on violence against children
- ID with SRSG on children and armed conflict
	9:30

–

12.30
	General debate on ITEM 4 (cont’d)
	10:00

–

13.00
	- Presentation of SG/HC reports followed by General debate
ITEM 8

General debate
	10:00

–
13.00
	Decisions and conclusions (cont’d)

	
	11.30

--

12.30
	HLS (cont’d)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	13.00

–
15.00
	BREAK
	13.00

–
15.00
	BREAK

	
	14.30

–

17.30


	HLS (cont’d)
	14.30

–
17.30
	- ID with SR human rights defenders

- ID with SR cultural rights
	14.30

–

17.30
	- ID with SRSG on children and armed conflict (cont’d)
- ID with SR on human rights and counter-terrorism
- ID with SR privacy
	14.30

–

17.30
	ITEM 3
- ID with SR minority issues
 ITEM 5 

Presentation of reports of Forum on Minority Issues and Social Forum; annual report of SPs, Advisory Committee, Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law 
followed by General debate
	 15.00

–

18.00
	General debate on ITEM 8 (cont’d) 
ITEM 9 Presentation of report of IGWG on DDPA, HC report, followed by General debate
	15.00

–
18.00
	Decisions and conclusions (cont’d)
Appointment of mandate holders

Adoption of session report

	
	
	25 February
	
	4 March
	
	11 March
	
	18 March
	
	25 March 
	
	1 April

	W

E

D

N

E
S

D
A

Y
	9.30
--

12.30
	HLS (cont’d)
	9.30

–
12:30
	- ID with SR cultural rights (cont’d)

- ID with SR housing
	9:30

–

12.30
	- ID with SR privacy (cont’d)
- Presentation of report of IGWG TNCs and SG/HC/OHCHR/thematic reports, followed by General debate
	9:30

–

12.30
	General debate on ITEM 5 (cont’d)
ITEM 6 - UPR outcomes

(Belarus, Liberia, Malawi, Mongolia, Panama, Jamaica, Andorra, Bulgaria, Honduras, Marshall Islands, Croatia,  Maldives, Libya)
	9:00

–

12.00
	ITEM 1 Urgent debate
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.00

–

15.00
	General debate on ITEM 9 (cont’d)
	
	

	
	14.30

–

17.30
	HLS (cont’d)
General segment
	14.30

–

16.30
	PANEL on HUMAN RIGHTS AND A CULTURE OF PEACE
(HRC res. 55/17)
accessible
	14.30

–

17.30
	General debate on ITEM 3 (cont’d)
	14.30

–

17.30
	ITEM 6 - UPR outcomes
	15.00

–

18.00
	ITEM 10

- EID on oral update of HC on Democratic Republic of the Congo (HRC res. 60/35)
- ID with IE on Mali with presence of representatives of the Government of Mali (HRC res. 58/30)
	
	

	
	
	
	16.30

–

17.30
	- ID with IE foreign debt
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	26 February
	
	5 March
	
	12 March
	
	19 March
	
	26 March
	
	2 April

	T

H

U

R

S

D

A

Y
	9.30

–

12.30
	Item 2

- EID on SR report and OHCHR report on Afghanistan 
(HRC res. 60/2)
- EID on FFM report and HC report on the Sudan (with participation of designated Expert, HRC res. 57/2 and 
S-38/1)
	9.30

–

11.30
	PANEL on financING sustainable development and economic, social and cultural rights
(HRC res. 58/9)
accessible
	9:30

–
12.30
	General debate on ITEM 3 (cont’d)
 ITEM 4
- ID with COI on Ukraine (HRC res. 58/24)

- ID on Group of Experts on Belarus (HRC res. 58/19)
	9:30

–

12.30
	ITEM 6 - UPR outcomes
	10:00

–

13.00
	- ID on Mali (cont’d)

- ID on HC oral update on Ukraine (HRC res. 59/22)
- ID with HC on Haiti (with participation of independent expert, HRC res. 58/32)
	
	

	
	
	
	11.30

--

12.30
	- ID with IE foreign debt (cont’d)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	 (BREAK)
	13.00

–

15.00
	BREAK
	
	

	
	14.30

–

17.30
	- EID on the Sudan (cont’d)

- ID on HC report on OPT 
(HRC res. 58/2)
	14.30

-

17.30
	- ID with SR food
- ID with IE albinism
	14.30

–

17.30
	- ID on Group of Experts on Belarus (cont’d)

- ID with FFM on Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

(HRC res. 57/36)
	14.30

–

17.30
	ITEM 6 - UPR outcome
	15.00

–

18.00
	- ID on Haiti (cont’d)

- High-level dialogue on Central African Republic (HRC res. 60/34) 

ITEM 10
Presentation of report of the Voluntary Fund (HRC res. 36/28), HC annual presentation on technical cooperation, and oral update on Georgia (HRC res. 60/29) followed by General debate
	
	

	
	
	27 February
	
	6 March
	
	13 March
	
	20 March
	
	27 March
	15.00

8.00
	3 April

	F

R

I

D

A

Y
	9.30

–

12.30
	HC global update (presentation only)
- ID on HC report on OPT (cont’d)
- EID on report of Commission of Human Rights in South Sudan (HRC res. 58/1)
	9.30

–

12.30
	- ID with SR disabilities accessible
- ID with SR environment
	9:30

–

12.30
	- ID with COI on Syrian Arab Republic (HRC res. 58/25)
- ID with SR on Myanmar 
(HRC res. 58/20)
	
	UN Holiday
	9:00

–
12.00
	ITEM 1 Urgent debate
	
	UN Holiday

	
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	12.30

–

14.30
	BREAK
	
	
	12.00

–

15.00
	General debate on ITEM 10 (cont’d)
ITEM 1
Decisions and conclusions
	 
	

	
	14.30

–

17.30
	- ID on HC oral update on Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar 
(HRC res. 56/1)
- Presentation of HC/OHCHR reports (OHCHR activities in Colombia, Guatemala and Honduras; Cyprus) and SG oral update (Afghanistan)
	14.30

--
15.30
	- ID with SR environment (cont’d)
	14.30

–

17.30
	- ID with SR on Myanmar 
(cont’d)
- ID with SR on Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(HRC res. 58/17)
	
	
	15.00

–

18.00
	Decisions and conclusions (cont’d)
	
	

	
	
	
	15.30
--

17.30
	Annual debate ON Rights of persons with disabilitIEs 
(HRC res. 7/9 and 55/8) 
accessible
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


