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62nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council 
Theme of the report: Violence against mothers
Summary: In the report, the Special Rapporteur examines different forms and manifestations of violence faced by women and girls worldwide in connection with them being both females and mothers. Current policies do not properly identify their experiences, contributions, or vulnerabilities to discrimination and violence.
The report defines mothers as: (a) women and girls who have given birth, including through surrogacy; (b) pregnant women and girls, also referred to as expectant mothers; and (c) adoptive mothers, based on their specific needs. Addressing the root causes of violence, the Special Rapporteur highlights the social devaluation of motherhood, laws and policies that deprioritize mother-specific needs, including through the use of “mother-blind” language, harmful norms and practices, economic marginalization and poverty, crises and conflicts in which mothers are increasingly targeted because they embody the continuity of life within a group, as well as the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures and reductions in humanitarian and development aid. 
As a result, mothers experience physical violence, economic violence often linked to the “motherhood penalty” or the denial of child support payments; reproductive violence such as inadequate maternity care or coerced abortions, psychological violence in custody proceedings, trauma resulting from harm to their children, and blame for perceived problems involving the child, or even for the child’s sex. Such violence also profoundly impacts their children. Certain groups of mothers face heightened risks of violence, including indigenous, migrant, refugee, stateless, child, older, incarcerated, single, lesbian, surrogate, or prostituted mothers, mothers who defy the application of harmful practices to their children, as well as mothers with disabilities and mothers of children with disabilities. The report also notes that the major obstacle to effective solutions is the lack of disaggregated data by motherhood status, as they typically rely on broad categories such as “women,” “families,” or “parents.” It further indicates and describes the most common perpetrators of violence and the applicable international legal framework.
The Special Rapporteur recommends recognizing mothers as a distinct category of rights-holders that have specific needs and using mother-specific language and protecting and supporting mothers in law and policy. She calls for respecting the protections of mothers and their access to maternal health services, particularly during crisis and armed conflict, alongside accountability for violations, including for reproductive violence. The report further urges economic and social protection for mothers, including paid maternity leave, enforcing child support obligations even before birth, respecting mothers’ rights in child custody proceedings and free and accessible maternal health care. The Special Rapporteur also calls for promoting the social significance of motherhood and the responsibility to support mothers by addressing societal perception of motherhood and mothers including through education and public awareness campaigns.
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue
· How does your State recognize mothers as a distinct category of rights-holders within human rights law, policy, data collection, and service provision, and what targeted protections have been developed to address their specific needs?	
· How does your State address the situation of mothers facing intersecting forms of discrimination and vulnerability, including through targeted measures?	
· What measures has your State taken to address the social devaluation of motherhood and to combat stigma affecting mothers?
