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Subject: 
Organizational meeting in relation to the sixty-first regular session of the Human Rights Council (23 February – 31 March 2026)
The Secretariat of the Human Rights Council presents its compliments to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva, United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, and has the honour to inform them that the organizational meeting in relation to the sixty-first regular session of the Council will be held on Monday, 9 February 2026, from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m., in the Assembly Hall. 

In accordance with President’s statement PRST OS/19/1, the Council invited the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva to provide a comprehensive update on the actual and envisaged resources for conference services to be provided to the Human Rights Council and its subsidiary bodies and mechanisms.

In addition, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has been invited to provide an updated and comprehensive assessment of the feasibility of implementing the activities that have been identified as non-deliverable in 2025 and/or 2026 and the criteria underpinning such assessments, as well as any other activities mandated by the Council during the period 2025–2027 that might be affected by the liquidity and financial crisis.

Delegations will be given an opportunity to ask questions or make comments on the above-mentioned updates. 

Furthermore, the United Nations Department of Safety and Security will deliver a briefing on security and access control arrangements for the high-level segment taking place during the 61st session of the Human Rights Council, including the Assembly Hall and related access areas.   
Finally, according to the established practice, delegations will be invited to share information on initiatives on draft resolutions planned during the session, if they wish to do so, and will have the opportunity to consider organizational issues pertinent to the session. 

All participants are requested to register through INDICO: https://indico.un.org/event/1018612 
"



The Secretariat also has the honour to advise that the opening meeting of the session will be on Monday, 23 February 2026, in the Assembly Hall, at 9.30 a.m. The programme of work and other information on the session is available and will be updated regularly on the website of the Council (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/regular-sessions/session61/regular-session) and on the HRC Extranet (https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/61/Pages/default.aspx). Additional information about the modalities of participation at the sixty-first regular session of the Human Rights Council will be communicated in due course. 


The Secretariat of the Human Rights Council avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva, United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions the assurances of its highest consideration.
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