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Human rights implications of the obstruction and denial of humanitarian access and threats to the safety of humanitarian personnel in armed conflict
Preambular Paragraphs
The Human Rights Council,
PP1 / Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including the obligation of States to respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of all persons,
PP2 / Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as relevant international human rights law instruments, 
PP3 / Recalling the obligations of states and all parties to armed conflict under international humanitarian law, in particular the  Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto, which provide for the protection of civilians, including humanitarian personnel, and require parties to armed conflict to respect and protect humanitarian personnel, their premises and assets, and to allow and facilitate the rapid and unimpeded passage of humanitarian assistance for all civilians in need,
PP4 / Recalling also the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel, which contributes to the legal framework for the protection and security of United Nations and associated personnel operating in humanitarian settings,
PP5 / Recalling further General Assembly resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991, which reiterated the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, independence and impartiality,  and established the United Nations humanitarian architecture, as well as other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly,  Human Rights Council, and other UN entities, concerning the protection of civilians including humanitarian personnel, humanitarian access and civilian infrastructure in armed conflicts, including situations of foreign occupation,
PP6 / Taking note with appreciation the Declaration for the Protection of Humanitarian Personnel and the Global Initiative to Galvanize Political Commitment to International Humanitarian Law, and recognizing their contribution to strengthening international efforts to ensure the protection of humanitarian personnel and humanitarian action in accordance with international law,
PP7 / Acknowledging that International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law are distinct, complementary and mutually reinforcing, and that all human rights require protection equally and that the protection provided by human rights law continues in armed conflict, including situations of foreign occupation, taking into account when International Humanitarian Law applies as a lex specialis,
PP8 / Reaffirming the important role of the Human Rights Council in promoting universal respect for and the protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 
PP9 / Gravely concerned about the continuous violations of International Humanitarian Law, including the deliberate targeting of humanitarian personnel and facilities used for humanitarian relief operations, which severely undermine the delivery of humanitarian assistance and the ability to respond effectively to the humanitarian needs of affected civilian populations,
PP10 / Expressing grave concern that, according to the Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization 2025 (For Humanity), 2024 was the deadliest year on record for humanitarian personnel, with 373 killed amid increasing attacks on civilians including humanitarian personnel, and humanitarian infrastructure, which often prevented humanitarian organizations from reaching populations in need, while noting with deep concern that the overwhelming majority of casualties among humanitarian personnel are nationally recruited personnel serving their own communities, reflecting the disproportionate protection risks faced by national and locally recruited humanitarian personnel, including volunteers,
PP11 / Expressing grave concern that the obstruction and unlawful denial of humanitarian access, as continuously reported by the United Nations Secretary General, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and other relevant United Nations entities and mechanisms, including restrictions affecting access to objects indispensable to the survival of population, such as food, water, fuel, medicine and other essential humanitarian supplies, exacerbate humanitarian suffering and negatively affect the enjoyment of human rights, including the rights to life, the right to an adequate standard of living, including adequate food, safe drinking water and sanitation, and adequate housing; the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; and the right to education, particularly for women, children especially  girls, older persons and persons with disabilities and other persons in vulnerable situations, who are often disproportionately affected in humanitarian situations, while undermining the ability of humanitarian organizations to respond effectively to the humanitarian needs of affected civilian populations, 
PP12 Stressing that deliberate attacks, threats and acts of violence against humanitarian personnel, United Nations and associated personnel, as well as against humanitarian consignments, assets and facilities, constitute violations of international law, including international humanitarian law and international human rights law, 
PP13 / Recognizing also that safe, timely, rapid, sustained and unhindered humanitarian assistance contributes directly to the promotion, protection and fulfillment of human rights and to alleviating human suffering in situations of armed conflicts, including situations of foreign occupation,
PP14 / Expressing concern also over the increasing dissemination of misinformation, disinformation, malinformation, hate speech and stigmatizing narratives targeting impartial humanitarian organizations and humanitarian personnel, which contribute to insecurity, hostility and attacks against them,
PP15 / Reaffirming the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, and recognizing that adherence to these principles is essential for the provision of full, safe, rapid, and unhindered humanitarian access for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to all civilians in need, in situations of armed conflict, including foreign occupation,
PP16 / Recognizing the indispensable role of humanitarian personnel, including international, national and locally recruited humanitarian personnel, United Nations personnel and humanitarian organizations, in delivering humanitarian assistance, often under dangerous and challenging circumstances,
PP17 / Emphasizing the importance of ensuring accountability for violations targeting humanitarian personnel, as a means to prevent their recurrence and to enhance the safety of humanitarian operations.
Operative Paragraphs
OP1 / Strongly condemns all attacks, threats, acts of violence, intimidation and reprisals in violations of international law, against humanitarian personnel, United Nations and associated personnel, including national and locally recruited personnel, as well as their premises, assets, and means of transport, in armed conflict including situations of foreign occupation.
OP2 / Strongly condemns also the unlawful denial of humanitarian access and obstruction of the delivery of humanitarian assistance, which exacerbate humanitarian suffering and adversely affect the enjoyment of human rights by affected civilian populations.
OP3 / Calls upon all parties to armed conflict to fully comply with their obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law and international human rights law,  and to respect and protect all humanitarian personnel, their premises, assets, and means of transport, notably by ceasing attacks against humanitarian personnel, including national and  locally recruited humanitarian personnel, who often face heightened risks while serving affected communities, and by ensuring the non-criminalization of humanitarian activities consistent with international law.
OP4 / Calls upon all parties to armed conflict to allow and facilitate, in accordance with international humanitarian law, full, safe, rapid, and unhindered humanitarian access to all civilians in need, taking into account the barriers affecting civilians in armed conflict including foreign occupation, and to promote the safety, security and freedom of movement of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel, including national and locally recruited personnel, and the safety and security of their premises and assets;.
OP5 / Encourages States, relevant United Nations agencies and other relevant actors, as appropriate, to strengthen monitoring, documentation and reporting on attacks, violence, threats and obstruction affecting humanitarian personnel and humanitarian access, with a view to enhancing prevention, protection and accountability.
OP6 / Strongly urges States to conduct, in an independent manner, full, prompt, impartial and effective investigations within their jurisdiction for violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law perpetrated against civilians, including humanitarian personnel in armed conflict, including situations of foreign occupation.
OP7 / Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a comprehensive report on the human rights impact of attacks, acts of violence and threats against humanitarian personnel, including national and locally recruited personnel, and the obstruction and unlawful denial of humanitarian access, in consultation with relevant United Nations entities, to be presented to the council at its sixty-seventh session.  
OP8 / Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

