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Theme of the report: 
Truth, justice and reparation for persons affected by leprosy: a human rights framework to address historical and systematic forced segregation and discrimination

Summary: 
The report reframes historical leprosy segregation as a matter of structural injustice and continuing human rights concern, rather than as a closed chapter of public health history. It argues that compulsory isolation, family separation, coerced sterilization, restrictions on marriage and movement, institutionalization and stigma produced serious and long-lasting violations affecting persons affected by leprosy and their descendants. 
The Special Rapporteur proposes a comprehensive framework based on truth, justice, reparation, memorialization and guarantees of non-recurrence. The report calls on States to investigate past abuses, preserve archives and former leprosy sites, repeal discriminatory laws, provide effective remedies and reparations, ensure land and housing rights where relevant, and guarantee the meaningful participation of persons affected by leprosy in all related policies.
The report also emphasizes that many consequences of segregation remain present today, including discriminatory laws, inadequate living conditions in former settlements, lack of recognition, stigma and exclusion. It concludes that the mandate remains essential, as persons affected by leprosy still require a dedicated space within the United Nations human rights system to advance recognition, accountability, dignity and justice.


Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
· How can States advance truth-seeking on historical leprosy segregation, including through national inquiries, archives and survivor testimonies? 
· What measures are needed to ensure effective remedies and appropriate reparations for survivors and descendants affected by compulsory segregation and family separation? 
· How can States accelerate the repeal of remaining discriminatory laws and address continuing stigma against persons affected by leprosy and their families? 
· How can former leprosy colonies, settlements and cemeteries be preserved as sites of memory while ensuring the dignity and participation of affected communities? 
· How can the Human Rights Council and Member States ensure that the specific experiences of persons affected by leprosy remain visible within broader health, disability and equality frameworks?

