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Theme of the report: Violence and discrimination experienced by lesbian, bisexual and queer women

Summary: In the report, the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, Graeme Reid, examines violence and discrimination experienced by lesbian, bisexual and queer women worldwide. This investigation addresses the distinct and intersecting forms of violence and discrimination that lesbian, bisexual and queer women face across diverse contexts globally. The Independent Expert concludes the report by offering recommendations on how to uphold international human rights obligations and ensure inclusive, rights-based responses.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

1. The report highlights the persistent invisibility of lesbian, bisexual and queer women in official data collection and policy frameworks. What are the most effective measures States can take to improve data collection while ensuring privacy, safety and informed consent? 

2. The report draws attention to discrimination affecting access to housing, property, inheritance and employment. What are examples of legal or policy reforms that have effectively strengthened the economic autonomy and security of LBQ women? 

3. The report notes that many domestic violence and protection systems remain structured around heterosexual assumptions, leaving LBQ women without effective access to support. What legislative and policy reforms have proven most successful in ensuring that gender-based violence services are inclusive of all women? 

4. The report identifies harmful narratives portraying LGBT persons as threats to family, culture or children. How can States address misinformation and hate speech while simultaneously safeguarding freedom of expression and democratic debate? 

5. The report emphasizes that experiences of violence and discrimination are shaped by intersecting factors, including disability, race, migration status, geographic location and gender expression. How can States ensure that policies addressing violence against women adequately respond to these intersecting forms of discrimination? 

6. Drawing on the report’s analysis of international human rights standards, what are the three most urgent actions States should take to fulfil their obligations to prevent violence and discrimination against LBQ women and to ensure substantive equality in practice? 

7. The report describes patterns of underreporting and institutional responses that minimize or dismiss violence experienced by LBQ women. What measures are most effective in strengthening confidence in law enforcement and ensuring access to justice for victims?

8. The report documents barriers faced by LBQ women in accessing routine and reproductive health services. What practical steps should States prioritize to ensure that health systems provide non-discriminatory and evidence-based care to LBQ women? 

