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Theme of the report: Agribusiness, Food Security and Human Rights

Summary: 
The UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights explores the implications for human rights of 
ongoing food security and food systems transformation programmes across the world. It considers how 
States, businesses, investors and other stakeholders in the food and agribusiness sector can best design and 
implement sustainable and rights-based food security programmes that address food fraud and advance 
food justice, in line with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The agribusiness 
sector is understood to consist of people, businesses, financial institutions, trade organizations and State
owned enterprises that are involved in the production, aggregation, processing, distribution, consumption 
and disposal of food and food products that originate from agriculture, forestry or fisheries.  

The report is mainly focused on “food fraud practices” which refers to the economically motivated 
adulteration of food; misleading food labelling and advertising, especially in connection with climate and 
environmental impacts; fraudulent or unsustainable packaging; seed misinformation and theft; 
manipulation of food access; abuse of food assistance programs, and illicit agri-food trade. It considers the 
adverse impacts of food fraud practices on the promotion and protection of human rights and the effective 
implementation of food security programmes. In the report, the term “food security programmes” refers to 
activities, initiatives, policies, projects and investments in the agribusiness sector that are aimed at 
advancing food security. This may include investments aimed at scaling food production and promoting 
reliability and resilience across the food supply value chain, food assistance schemes, trade in food and 
food products and the reporting of food security-related sustainability actions. 

The report aims to provide insights on current challenges, as well as emerging positive practices in this 
context, and to propose a course of action to ensure that all existing and future food security programmes 
are compatible with international human rights norms and standards, including the Guiding Principles. To 
that end, the report offers action-oriented recommendations to States, businesses and other stakeholders on 
how to infuse food security programmes with human rights safeguards to address food fraud and enhance 
food justice. The recommendations can also inform wider reforms aimed at integrating and promoting 
human rights-based and responsible business conduct across the entire food and agribusiness sector value 
chain.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· States are recommended to recognise the role of agribusiness as a key driver of food security outcomes by framing corporate agrifood interventions as a public policy issue with direct implications for the right to food, nutrition and equity. How could a State do this?
· States are recommended to establish and enforce a robust legal framework to guarantee and actualize the right to food and nutrition, and rights-based labour policies in the agribusiness sector. What examples already exist of such frameworks? 
· States are recommended to enforce a comprehensive redress system to ensure that rightsholders impacted by food sector human and environmental rights violations have access to effective remedies.  What methods of redress can States point to that already exist?


