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Theme of the report: The manufacturing of poverty

Summary: 
The report argues that poverty and inequality persist not because they are inevitable, but because they are produced by policy choices and structural inequalities. Despite global commitments under the 2030 Agenda, poverty remains widespread and is underestimated by low international thresholds, while rising inequality limits social mobility, traps people in cycles of disadvantage, and undermines trust and democratic stability.
To address this, the Special Rapporteur proposes a three‑lever approach. First, post‑market redistribution through taxation, social protection and public services is essential but constrained by reliance on continued economic growth and fiscal limitations. Second, in‑market reforms aim to create more inclusive labour markets with decent work, fair wages and stronger worker protections. Third, pre‑market social investment—particularly in children, education, housing and disadvantaged regions—seeks to break intergenerational poverty and ensure equal opportunities. 
The report emphasizes that these levers must be combined through rights‑based national anti‑poverty strategies, grounded in comprehensive data, binding targets, accountability mechanisms, and meaningful participation of people in poverty. It highlights the need for long‑term planning to protect social investment and reduce dependence on environmentally unsustainable growth. Ultimately, the report concludes that eradicating poverty requires transforming economic systems and power relations, moving beyond growth‑focused models toward inclusive, rights‑based and sustainable development.
The report is complemented by an addendum (A/HRC/62/42/Add.2) entitled Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth, outlining 80 practical policy measures to move beyond the traditional “grow–tax–transfer” model toward a human rights–based economy within planetary limits. It is the result of a long-term work involving more than 400 experts from UN agencies, governments, civil society organisations, trade unions, grassroots movements, and academic experts from across the world.
The Roadmap recognizes that countries have different development needs. While some low- and middle-income countries may still require economic growth, this growth should be inclusive, employment-focused, and locally oriented. It also calls for reform of the global economic system to reduce extractive dynamics and increase fiscal space and sovereignty for these countries.
The framework is structured around six pillars: transforming economic systems; labour, care, and economic democracy; universal services and social protection; ecological justice; transforming the international economic order; and a cross-cutting pillar on democratic planning and governance.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· Developing countries, low-income countries in particular, need to invest in infrastructures and to build capacity to realize the human rights of their populations. What does a "post-growth" approach mean in this context?
· How can resources to mobilized to finance public services and social protection if we don't continue to increase the GDP?
· What is the added value of national anti-poverty strategies?
· What is the best way to ensure effective participation of people in poverty?


