Report of the [Mandate]
[Symbol]
62nd session of the Human Rights Council 


Theme of the report: Freedom of expression in new frontiers (A/HRC/62/67)

Summary: The present report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression examines how the intersection of public and private powers and the convergence of geopolitical and corporate interests are driving the digital revolution, advancing a new global agenda on freedom of opinion and expression and exploiting the vulnerabilities of this right. This report analyses the wider implications of the paradigm shift in the governance of freedom of opinion and expression in her last report (A/80/341). It looks at what it describes as the monopolistic power of platforms, companies and digital oligarchs, as well as their relationship with States, including regulation. 
The Special Rapporteur focuses on global trends that are reshaping the right to freedom of opinion and expression in the digital age: the backsliding of liberal democracies and the rise of authoritarianism;  information manipulation by new technologies and the unbridled power of “Big Tech”; and the disregard of the fundamental rules of international law in a fraught and fractured world.  The report focuses on how freedom of opinion and expression is being squeezed by States and companies operating in tandem.
The report examines the actions of States, aided, abetted and aggravated by new technologies, and finds they are reducing the space for freedom of opinion and expression online and offline, citing their negative impact on issues such as gender inequality, children’s safety and media decline. Finally, the report draws attention to the resistance, reforms and initiatives seeking to reclaim and revitalize freedom of opinion and expression as a fundamental pillar of democracy and sustainable development. A recurring theme throughout the report is the erosion of international human rights law and the growing fissures in the relations among States affecting freedom of opinion and expression.
The Special Rapporteur also looks at the governance, oligarchic structure and culture of large platforms and AI companies, as well as the complex relations between the corporate actors and States, from regulation and adjudication to collusion and cooptation. 
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· The Special Rapporteur looks forward to your comments on her report. 

· The Special Rapporteur invites all stakeholders to share their perspectives on the achievements of the mandate and their interactions with the mandate during her tenure, particularly in the context of country visits, communications, and other engagements with the mandate. 

· Suggestions of good practices and challenges for States in the area of freedom of opinion and expression online, including approaches to regulation of the online space. 


