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Theme of the report: Right to health as an enabler of dignity

Summary In the last report presented as Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, the mandate holder focuses on the right to health as an enabler of human dignity throughout the life course. She analyses how dignity operates both as a foundational principle of the right to health and as a practical condition for its realization.
The Special Rapporteur examines violations of dignity as root causes of poor health outcomes, including stigma, discrimination, criminalization, coercion, violence and exclusion from decision-making. She underscores that these factors disproportionately affect persons, groups and communities who have been systematically marginalized. 
She situates dignity within the normative framework of the right to health and its interdependence with other human rights, including the rights to life, equality and non-discrimination, privacy, information and informed consent, as well as access to underlying determinants of health.
She highlights the role of the underlying determinants of health, including social, legal and commercial determinants of health in shaping the conditions in which people are born, live, work, age and die, including the harmful effects of punitive legal frameworks and unregulated commercial practices on autonomy, access to care and health equity.
The report includes good practices in specific countries and current challenges.
The Special Rapporteur calls on States and other stakeholders to place dignity at the center of health legislation, policies and practices by removing structural barriers, strengthening participation and accountability, regulating non-State actors’ power, and prioritizing those left furthest behind.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· As this is the last thematic report presented by the Special Rapporteur in her capacity, would it be possible to share any good practices, collaboration or examples of impact the health mandate had on your country’s activities?
· Does your Government have examples of laws and policies that intend to ensure dignity (health-related) throughout the life course? 
· Has your Government examples of measures aimed at removing structural barriers, strengthening participation and accountability, and prioritizing those left furthest behind?
· Among the measures taken, are there specific measures to ensure the dignity of persons, groups and communities marginalized? How are they integrated? Have these measures been consulted with the concerned groups of the population?
· How does your Government plan to cooperate or continuing cooperating and engaging with the mandate of the Special Rapporteur?


