HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Panel discussions mandated to be held during the sixty-first session 
(23 February – 31 March 2026)
as of 23 February 2026, in chronological order as per the draft programme of work
	HRC panel discussions
	Mandating resolutions
	Main sponsors of resolutions and themes

	1. Annual high-level panel discussion on human rights mainstreaming
Theme: Role of new and emerging digital technologies in preventing and eliminating female genital mutilation
[accessible panel][footnoteRef:2] [2:  The accessibility provisions are transferred to the 2026 mainstreaming panel from the high-level panel discussion on the role of new and emerging digital technologies in preventing and eliminating female genital mutilation mandated in HRC res. 59/16. As the Council decided to use the FGM theme as the theme of the 2026 mainstreaming panel, the high-level FGM panel was de facto merged with the annual mainstreaming panel into one accessible panel on FGM and a separate high-level FGM panel therefore will not be held. ] 

	HRC resolutions 16/21 (Review of the work and functioning of the Human Rights Council), HRC resolution 59/16 (Elimination of female genital mutilation) and oral decision of 8 December 2025
	Human Rights Council

Sponsors of the 2026 theme: Group of African States

	2. High-level panel discussion on the commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action[footnoteRef:3] [3:  As per HRC res. 60/16, the high-level panel will be held on the occasion of the commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination mandated in GA res. 80/193. As a result of the adoption of HRC res. 60/16, there will not be a separate panel discussion at HRC61 in commemoration of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.] 

[accessible panel]
	HRC resolution 60/16 (From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance) and GA resolution 80/193)  (A global call for concrete action for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action)
	Kenya (on behalf of the Group of African States)

	3. Panel discussion on human rights and a culture of peace 
[accessible panel]
	HRC resolution 55/17 (Human rights and a culture of peace)
	Gambia, Bangladesh, Botswana, Chile, Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Kazakhstan, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Panama, South Sudan, Sudan

	4. Panel discussion on financing sustainable development in line with economic, social and cultural rights obligations
[accessible panel]
	HRC resolution 58/9 (Question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights)
	Portugal 

	5. Annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Theme: Disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing 
[accessible panel]
	HRC resolutions 7/9 (Human rights of persons with disabilities) and 55/8 (Support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with Disabilities)
	Mexico, New Zealand

	6-7. Annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child 
Theme: Rights of the child and violations of the human rights of children in armed conflicts
[two accessible panels]
	HRC resolutions 7/29 (Rights of the child) and 55/29 (Rights of the child: realizing the rights of the child and inclusive social protection)
	European Union, and Uruguay (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States)



