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Report of the Independent Expert on International Solidarity [A/HRC/62/38] – 
62nd session of the Human Rights Council 

Theme of the report: Peace and International Solidarity

***
Summary:

A/HRC/62/38 is the third thematic report that the Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity, Ms. Cecilia M. Bailliet, will present to the Human Rights Council. 

The report argues that achieving peace requires shifting global priorities from militarization to poverty reduction, diplomacy, and equality. It notes that peace is threatened by rising conflicts, inequality, nuclear risk, environmental crises, organized crime, and weakened multilateral institutions. Despite the centrality of peace in the UN Charter and many national constitutions, respect for core principles such as sovereignty, non‑use of force, and peaceful dispute resolution is increasingly eroding. The report emphasizes that solidarity is essential for both negative peace (absence of violence) and positive peace (non-discrimination, equality, cooperation). 

There is concern for the phenomenon of justifying repeated states of emergency in the name of internal peace and the violation of human rights in the name of security, counter-terrorism, or counter transnational organized crime.  The report calls for truth commissions to enable human rights-based peace.  The report also stresses the importance of solidarity for peace in hosting refugees, combating hate speech, and including women, Indigenous Peoples, refugees, and minorities in peace processes. It further notes that civil society, often women’s organisations, play a critical role in creating peace on the ground, though peace activists often face harassment and criminalization.

Peace education, interfaith dialogue, and cultural initiatives are described as key tools for building a long-term culture of peace, while truth, justice, and memorialization efforts are also vital for reconciliation after conflict.  The report concludes by calling for a global coalition to counter polarization, reclaim civic space, strengthen social cohesion, and reaffirm peaceful dispute resolution as the foundation for modern multilateralism.

Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:

· Does your government implement article 7 (4) of the Arms Trade Treaty to prevent gender-based violence through arms export risk assessments?
· Does your government have specialized interpersonal violence policies to strengthen the prevention of and response to domestic abuse, femicide, child abuse and suicide?
· Does your government support peace education and peaceful dispute resolution?
· Does your government protect peace activists?




