61st session of the Human Rights Council
Annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities

Theme: Disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing
Concept note (as of 6 March 2026)
	Date and venue:
	Friday, 6 March 2026, 3.30–5.30 p.m.  
Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	This panel discussion will explore how disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing, is essential to the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. The objectives are:
· To underscore the role of disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing, as fundamental elements of human rights-based care and support systems.
· To promote inclusive planning and investment strategies that integrate accessibility across the full transport and housing chain, including point-to-point mobility and individualized housing adjustments.
· To advocate for participatory governance and co-design with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, emphasizing the importance of inclusive public investment and intersectoral coordination.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Marcos Gómez Martínez, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Moderator:
	Ms. Heba Hagrass, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 

	Panellists and themes:
	· Ms. Esther Nagetey, Youth Fellow at the International Disability Alliance
Lived experience of persons with disabilities on infrastructure, including transport and housing: governance, participation, equitable public investment and legal capacity
· Ms. Ana Vieitez, Head of Universal Accessibility at Transports Metropolitans de Barcelona
Disability-inclusive transport systems, including point-to-point services, universal design in public transport and economic benefits of accessibility
· Ms. Natalia Ángel-Cabo, Justice of the Constitutional Court of Colombia (video message)
Accessible housing design, independent living and individualized adjustments as means to prevent and combat institutionalization

	Outcome:
	This year’s annual interactive debate builds on the 2023, 2024 and 2025 debates on the rights of persons with disabilities, which introduced a systems approach to care and support, drawing from evolving frameworks in discussions on comprehensive care and support systems. The debate will underscore the role of infrastructure, including transport and housing, as structural enablers of autonomy, equality and inclusion for persons with disabilities. It will explore how accessible infrastructure, including point-to-point transport services and individualized housing adjustments, can reduce over-reliance on unpaid labour-intensive care and support giving, and improve independent living and decent work for paid care and support workers. The panel discussion will also address systemic barriers and territorial inequalities, including in rural and informal settings, and propose strategies for equitable investment and planning. Finally, the debate will emphasize the importance of participatory governance with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, advocating for integrated approaches that align infrastructure development with human rights obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Sustainable Development Goals.

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 55/8, the Human Rights Council decided that the annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities to be held at its sixty-first session would focus on disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing, and would have international sign interpretation and captioning. The Council requested the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare its next annual thematic study on disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing, in consultation with States and other relevant stakeholders, regional organizations, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities and other relevant special procedure mandate holders, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and national human rights institutions, requiring contributions to be submitted in an accessible format, and requested that such stakeholder contributions, the study itself and an easy-to-read-version of it be made available on the website of the Office, in an accessible format.
To this end, OHCHR invited States and all the aforementioned stakeholders to provide responses to a set of questions concerning the rights of persons with disabilities and infrastructure, including transportation and housing. OHCHR received 45 responses from States and national human rights institutions and 28 responses from civil society organizations and other stakeholders.[footnoteRef:2] These responses informed the report of OHCHR on the rights of persons with disabilities and disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transportation and housing (A/HRC/61/32). [2:  See web page https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc6132-disability-inclusive-infrastructure-including-transport-and ] 


	Background:
	Building on its efforts in promoting human rights-based care and support systems, OHCHR explores the role of disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transportation and housing, as essential components of these systems. Inclusive infrastructure is not merely a technical concern but a structural enabler of autonomy, dignity and independent living for persons with disabilities. Accessible transport and housing reduce over-reliance on third-party support and unpaid care work and are critical to ensuring full participation in community life.
The OHCHR report mandated in Human Rights Council resolution 55/8 provides a comprehensive human rights analysis of disability-inclusive infrastructure, focusing specifically on transport and housing, and examines their intersection with the right to live independently and be included in the community. It underscores the urgent need to improve point-to-point transport services and ensure individualized housing adjustments, as these remain underregulated and underfunded yet are essential for independent living and reducing reliance on third-party support.
The report also emphasizes the interdependence between infrastructure and care and support systems. Accessible environments enhance the effectiveness of support services, while inclusive infrastructure, when co-designed with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, can reduce the time and effort required for caregiving, particularly for women and low-income families.
Moreover, the report calls for participatory governance, equitable public investment and integrated planning across sectors to ensure that infrastructure development aligns with human rights obligations under the CRPD and the Sustainable Development Goals. Addressing territorial inequalities, including urban-rural gaps and exclusion in informal settlements, is essential to achieving inclusive and sustainable infrastructure for all.

	Format: 
	The annual debate will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations guided by a moderator and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates unable to take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the Stream Text web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 55/8 of 3 April 2024 on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities
· Human Rights Council resolution 54/6 of 11 October 2023 on the centrality of care and support from a human rights perspective
· Report of OHCHR on disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing (A/HRC/61/32)
· Report of OHCHR on the rights of persons with disabilities and digital technologies and devices, including assistive technologies (A/HRC/58/33)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on human rights dimension of care and support (A/HRC/58/43)
· Report of OHCHR on good practices of support systems enabling community inclusion of persons with disabilities (A/HRC/55/34)
· Report of OHCHR on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, including as a means of building forward better after the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic (A/HRC/52/52)
· OHCHR web page with studies, reports and papers on the rights of persons with disabilities
· OHCHR web page on care and support
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