61st session of the Human Rights Council
High-level panel discussion on the commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
Concept note (as of 23 February 2026)
	Date 
and venue:
	Tuesday, 24 February 2026, 9.30–11.30 a.m. 
Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives: 
	The panel discussion will focus on galvanizing support for the full and effective implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA). The discussion will explore why and in what ways the DDPA has persistent relevance today, global challenges in combating racism and racial discrimination, and how public support can transform commitments into tangible change. It will highlight the interconnectedness of different actors in supporting change and set the stage for further engagement throughout the year.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening 
statement: 
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 

	Panellists:
	Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Ms. Beatriz Carrillo de los Reyes, Director General for Equal Treatment and Non-Discrimination and against Racism at the Ministry of Equality of Spain
H.E. Mr. James Ndirangu Waweru, Chair-Rapporteur of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
Ms. Ketty Marcelo López, President of the Organization of Ashaninka Indigenous Women of the central Amazon region of Peru

	Outcome:
	The panel discussion is expected to contribute to: 
· Enhancing awareness of the breadth and scope of the DDPA, its significance and ongoing relevance;
· Reviewing lessons learnt since the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance to inform future strategies, including new challenges that may have emerged;
· Examining how different actors can collaborate effectively to accelerate progress and build momentum for the full and effective implementation of the DDPA and broader anti-racism efforts;
· Identifying practical measures and resources needed across key sectors to turn commitments into tangible results;
· Generating ideas on mobilizing global solidarity against racism and inequality.

	Mandate:
	The Human Rights Council, in paragraph 27 of its resolution 60/16 entitled “From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance”, decided to hold the annual panel discussion on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination as a high-level panel discussion during the high-level segment dedicated to the commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. The resolution encouraged the participation of States, eminent personalities active in the struggle against racial discrimination, and civil society organizations in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Council. The Council also decided to make the panel discussion fully accessible for persons with disabilities.

	Background:
	The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA25) provides a valuable opportunity to highlight the document’s breadth of scope, its complementarity with the International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) and its contributions to combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. It is also an opportunity to highlight the continuing relevance of the DDPA, both as regards steps to address legacies of racial discrimination and historical injustices as well as its current manifestations, and to bring attention to the scale and pervasiveness of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance today. The anniversary of the DDPA, coming on the heels of the sixtieth anniversary of ICERD and launch of the Second International Decade for People of African Descent, provides a unique temporal window to advance awareness and understanding of the impacts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on affected persons and communities and on social cohesion more broadly, and to renew individual and collective efforts to effectively combat, prevent and respond to these.
The high-level panel discussion should be seen as one of a series of opportunities for States and other stakeholders to engage on these issues. Indeed, the General Assembly decided, in its resolution 80/193, to hold a one-day high-level meeting to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, to be convened by the President of the General Assembly in collaboration with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and at the level of Heads of State and Government, on the theme “Mobilizing global public support for the full and effective implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action”, and to adopt a succinct political declaration aimed at mobilizing political will at the national, regional and international levels for the full and effective implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action.

	Format:
	[bookmark: _Hlk153370891][bookmark: _Hlk153371031]The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statements, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
[bookmark: _Hlk95899451]The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per standard practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish). 

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related 
documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 60/16 of 7 October 2025 entitled “From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance”
· General Assembly resolution 80/193 of 15 December 2025 entitled “A global call for concrete action for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action”
· Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (2001)
· Outcome Document of the Durban Review Conference (2009)
· 10th Anniversary of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, General Assembly High-level Meeting, September 2011
· Durban Plus 20 High-level Meeting | United Nations (2021)
· OHCHR publication “United against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance” (2024)
· OHCHR web page “Fighting Racism, 20 Years on from the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action”
· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
· General recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
· A global call for concrete action for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action - Report of the Secretary-General (A/80/324)
· Contribution of the treaty bodies to the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action - Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/60/78)
· Road map to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action - Report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (A/HRC/60/76)
· Report of the Group of Independent Eminent Experts on the Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action on its eleventh session (A/HRC/60/79)
· Comprehensive study of the Group of Independent Eminent Experts on the Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (A/HRC/60/74)
· Status report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action on the elaboration of the draft United Nations declaration on the respect, protection and fulfilment of the human rights of people of African descent - Note by the Secretary-General (A/80/326)
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