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62nd session of the Human Rights Council
Annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women

Panel 1: Domestic violence against women and girls 
Concept note (as of 12 June 2026)
	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 24 June 2026, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org) 

	Objectives:
	To put a spotlight and call for urgent action on domestic violence against women and girls, a grave form of gender-based violence and a pervasive violation of human rights and to discuss how the international human rights framework provides concrete guidance for prevention, protection, access to justice and accountability, as well as for survivor‑centred and coordinated responses at the national level.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Marcos Gómez Martínez, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Ms. Awa Dabo, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights


	Panellists:
	· Ms. Patsilí Toledo Vásquez, member of Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
· Ms. Ivana Krstić, Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Discrimination against Women and Girls
· Ms. Zulfiya Baisakova, Chair of the Board of the Union of Crisis Centres, Kazakhstan
· Ms. Hyshyama Hamin, Campaign Manager of Global Campaign for Equality in Family Law

	Outcome:
	A summary report on the discussion will be prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council reaffirmed the principle of gender equality and the need for the full implementation of the human rights of women and decided to hold an annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women. The first panel of the 2026 annual discussion will address domestic violence against women and girls in accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 59/20. 

	Background:
	Domestic violence against women and girls is one of the most common and pervasive forms of gender-based violence worldwide. It includes physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence, most often perpetrated by intimate partners or family members. Rooted in unequal power relations, discriminatory social norms and structural gender inequality, domestic violence severely undermines women’s and girls’ enjoyment of a wide range of human rights, including the rights to life, security, health, dignity, equality and non-discrimination.
Despite the existence of comprehensive international and regional norms, domestic violence remains widespread and underreported. Women and girls face significant barriers in accessing protection and justice, including fear of retaliation, social stigma, economic dependency, lack of shelters and support services, including sexual and reproductive health, inadequate legal frameworks, and discriminatory practices within law enforcement and judicial systems. Certain groups of women and girls, including those facing multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, are at heightened risk of domestic violence and encounter additional obstacles in seeking redress.
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) establishes clear obligations on States to exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate, punish and provide reparation for acts of domestic violence. In its General Recommendation No. 35 (2017), the CEDAW Committee clarifies that gender‑based violence against women, including domestic violence, constitutes a form of discrimination under the Convention and requires comprehensive, survivor‑centred and adequately resourced responses.
Human Rights Council mechanisms, including the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls and treaty bodies, have consistently underscored the need for integrated approaches that combine prevention, protection, access to justice, accountability and support services. Effective responses require coordinated action across sectors, including justice, health, social services, education and housing, as well as meaningful participation of civil society organizations and survivors themselves.
The panel discussion aims to deepen understanding of the causes, prevalence and consequences of domestic violence against women and girls, examine States’ obligations under international human rights law, highlight good practices and persistent challenges, and identify ways in which the Human Rights Council can further contribute to the elimination of this form of violence. 

	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. During the event itself, participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG). Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 6/30 of 14 December 2007 on integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system
· Human Rights Council resolution 59/20 of 8 July 2025 on the elimination of domestic violence
· Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, General recommendation No. 35 (2017) (CEDAW/C/GC/35)
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