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Biennial thematic panel discussion on technical cooperation and capacity-building
Theme: Technical cooperation and capacity-building in supporting States in the full and effective realization of the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health
Draft Concept Note (as of 1 June 2026)
	Date and venue:
	Thursday, 2 July 2026, 3.00–5.00 p.m. Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org)

	Objective:
	Technical cooperation and capacity-building remain central tools through which States, the United Nations system and other stakeholders support the realization of the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, particularly in low- and middle-income countries and in contexts affected by fragility, conflict or structural vulnerabilities. At a time of widening global health inequities, heightened fiscal constraints and recurring public health emergencies – driven in part by conflict and climate change, the panel examine how technical cooperation and capacity building can be most effective in advancing the right to health and identify key priorities for action. 

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Sidharto R. Suryodipuro, President of the Human Rights Council (TBC)

	Opening statement(s):

Panellists:
	Ms. Awa Dabo, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights (TBC)
Mr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General, World Health Organisation (video message) (TBC)
Four presentations by senior representatives and experts from countries, UN system and civil society (speakers to be confirmed) 

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 60/30, the Council decided to convene a high-level panel discussion on technical cooperation and capacity-building in supporting States in the full and effective realization of the right to everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. The Human Rights Council reaffirmed the importance of technical cooperation and capacity building, undertaken at the request of and in partnership with States, as a key means to support the effective promotion and protection of human rights.
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Outcome:




Format:





Accessibility:
	The proposed panel is grounded in the internationally recognized right to health, as articulated in core human rights instruments such as the  Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 25.1) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Right (Article 12) and guidance from the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in General Comment No. 14 which clarifies that the right to health extends beyond access to health care to include underlying determinants of health. 
Certain minimum essential elements of the right to health - such as non-discriminatory access to essential health services, must be ensured immediately, regardless of resource constraints. Other aspects of the right to health, including the expansion of comprehensive health coverage and higher levels of service quality, are to be achieved progressively, to the maximum of available resources. Technical cooperation should assist countries to meet both types of obligations.
Countries are facing a rapidly evolving set of health challenges that place increased pressure on health systems and on the realization of the right to health. Non‑communicable diseases are rising sharply, while climate change and environmental degradation are intensifying health risks and exacerbating existing vulnerabilities. Armed conflicts further compound these challenges, with a deeply concerning increase in attacks on health‑care facilities and personnel, despite their clear prohibition under international humanitarian and human rights law. Countries also need to find ways to embrace the digital transformation of health systems in a responsible, safe and inclusive manner. Moreover, countries must at the same time sustain long term disease‑specific responses against diseases such as HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis while also addressing public health emergencies. The Ebola and Hantavirus outbreaks are the most recent reminder that infectious diseases are a global threat that transcends borders and that fighting such outbreaks requires international cooperation and solidarity. 
These changing health needs are unfolding in a context of increasingly constrained financing. Official development assistance from DAC members declined by approximately six per cent in real terms in 2024, and ODA for health is projected to fall by 19–33 per cent in 2025 compared to 2023 levels. Many countries are struggling to mobilize sufficient domestic resources as they are grappling with rising debt levels and restrictive debt‑servicing obligations. These significantly limit fiscal space to compensate for declining external assistance leading to widening health financing gaps.
Taken together, these trends underscore the urgency for fully using all opportunities to leverage existing resources to make progress towards the commitment of universal health coverage, ahead of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development target date. The panel discussion will provide an opportunity to explore key challenges and promising practices in technical cooperation and capacity building to help States to fully and effectively realize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. Given the deep funding cuts the discussion will put a particular focus on capacity building and technical assistance that can help countries mobilize resources and spend their resources in a way that allows them to meet their health-related human rights obligations, especially for population groups in focus.  
The panel will in particular look at promising capacity building work and technical cooperation to support countries in securing domestic funding for universal health coverage and refocussing already tight health budget to deliver strong health outcomes by adopting a human rights-based approach to budgeting. It will also explore how countries are closing disease specific financing gaps due to the termination of external funding in a manner that advances the right to physical and mental health for vulnerable groups of society. Moreover, it will explore the role of capacity building in addressing the trend of increased attacks on healthcare systems and the new challenges and leveraging the digital transformation of health systems to deliver better and more inclusive health outcomes for all.
The panel discussion will allow member States and other stakeholders to share and learn about concrete examples of technical cooperation and capacity building to advance the realisation of the right to health. The discussions will feed into a report to sixty-sixth session of the Human Rights Council which will provide a more comprehensive overview and assessment of technical cooperation and capacity-building activities, as well as related challenges and best practices, of States, the Office and other relevant stakeholders, including national human rights institutions, in helping States to fully and effectively realize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.
The two-hour panel discussion will be opened by the chair and opening statements by the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Director-General of the World Health Organization. The segment of initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by an interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium and the remaining time will be reserved for one and a half minute interventions from speakers from the floor based on a list of speakers established through the online inscription system. The speaking order follows established practice. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages.
In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the Stream Text web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:


	· Human Rights Council resolution  (A/HRC/RES/60/30)
· Report of the High Commissioner on Access to medicine, vaccines and other medical products  (A/HRC/59/29) Report of the WHO Director General on Economics of Health for All
· Lancet report on health finance 2026
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