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Biographies of moderator and panellists
MODERATOR
Ms. Magdalena Sepúlveda is the Director of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. She previously served as the Executive Director of the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and as the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights from 2008 to 2014. She also served as member of the High-level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the United Nations Committee on World Food Security (2013-2017). Currently, she is a member of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation and member of the United Nations High-Level Panel on International Financial Accountability, Transparency and Integrity for Achieving the 2030 Agenda.
PANELLISTS
Ms. Attiya Waris is Professor of Fiscal Law and Policy at the University of Nairobi in Kenya and a recognized expert on corporate tax reform, illicit financial flows and human rights. She currently serves as the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights and has authored landmark works including Tax and Development: Solving Kenya’s Fiscal Crisis through Human Rights (2013) and Financing Africa (2019). Her insights inform global discussions on fiscal justice across media, academia, and international institutions.
Ms. Rita Calçada Pires is Associate Professor (with Aggregation) at NOVA School of Law and Director of the NOVA Tax Research Lab. Her work examines taxation as a constitutional architecture of democratic legitimacy and as a structural instrument for the realization of human rights within multilevel global governance. Through an integrated approach to public finance, international taxation, social security and the social economy, she analyses how fiscal systems shape distributive justice, state accountability and the normative bond between public authority and the individual.
Mr. Richard Samans is Senior Fellow at the Geneva Graduate Institute for International and Development Studies, Non-resident Senior Fellow of The Brookings Institution and Special Advisor to the United Nations Economist Network. He is the author of numerous publications, including Human-Centred Economics: The Living Standards of Nations, which the Financial Times selected as one of the best books of 2024 on Economics. He was previously Research Department Director and G20/G7 Sherpa of the International Labour Organization, founder and chairman of the Climate Disclosure Standards Board, a Managing Director of the World Economic Forum and Director-General of the Global Green Growth Institute.


