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BIOGRAPHIES OF PANELLISTS
Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
Mr. Chungong was re‑elected in 2022 for a third term as Secretary General of the Inter‑Parliamentary Union (IPU). He was the first African and first non‑European to hold the post since his historic election in 2014 and brings over forty years of national and international parliamentary experience. Prior to becoming Secretary General, he served for more than two decades within the IPU, including as Deputy Secretary General and Director of Programmes, following 14 years in the Parliament of Cameroon. Throughout his tenure, he has championed dialogue, conflict resolution, sustainable development, accountability, gender equality, youth participation, and efforts to reduce maternal and child mortality, while also serving as Chair of the International Gender Champions Global Board and contributing to global initiatives such as the SUN Movement and the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health. In April 2025, Martin Chungong received Uzbekistan’s Dustlik (Order of Friendship) for his significant support to youth empowerment, human rights and global parliamentary diplomacy, adding to a series of international honours that include the 2024 Vital Voices Solidarity Award for his role as a leading male advocate for gender equality, Viet Nam’s Friendship Order (2018), and distinctions from La Francophonie and the Government of Djibouti. A trained linguist, he holds degrees from the University of Yaoundé and the University of Ottawa, and remains an influential global leader on democratic renewal and inclusive governance.

Ms. Beatriz Micaela Carrillo de los Reyes, Director General for Equal Treatment and Non-Discrimination and against Racism at the Ministry of Equality of Spain
Ms. Carrillo has served as Director General for Equal Treatment and Non‑Discrimination and against Racism in the Ministry of Equality of Spain, since December 2023. A prominent Roma feminist leader, she previously served as a Member of Parliament (2019–2023), where she became the first Roma person to preside over a legislative commission and led major initiatives, including the Law on Equal Treatment and Non‑Discrimination and the State Pact against antigypsyism. Before her parliamentary career, she held leadership roles in national Roma organizations such as AMURADI and FAKALI. She has earned national recognition including the Conecta Award (2018), the Silver Cross of the Civil Guard (2021) and the Gold Medal of the Province of Seville (2023). An anthropologist and social worker by training, she also served as second vice‑president of the State Council of the Roma People (2017–2022), contributing to policy development, hate‑crime monitoring and the advancement of Roma women and youth in education and public life.

H.E. Mr. James Ndirangu Waweru, Chair-Rapporteur of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action 
Amb. James Ndirangu Waweru, EBS, is the Deputy Permanent Representative at the Permanent Mission of Kenya to the United Nations Office in Geneva. He is the immediate former Registrar of Treaties, Office of Registrar of Treaties in the Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs. He was previously Legal Advisor at the Permanent Mission of Kenya to the United Nations in New York, United States of America (2013 – 2018). He has also served as a member of the Finance Committee of the International Seabed Authority, Kingston, Jamaica, representing the African Region. Previously, Amb. Waweru served as a Deputy Chief State Counsel in the Office of the Attorney General and Department of Justice, until his secondment to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2012. In the past 20 years, he has worked in the private and public legal sectors drafting, negotiating, vetting and interpreting Treaties, Agreements, issuing advisory opinions on matters related to treaty law, maritime and aviation law, amongst others.
Amb. Waweru was appointed as an Ambassador in October, 2020 and has received national awards of the Order of the Grand Warrior of Kenya (OGW) in 2019, Moran of the Burning Spear (MBS) in 2022 and Elder of the Burning Spear (EBS) in 2023. An Advocate of the High Court of Kenya, and Certified Secretary, Amb. Waweru received an LL. B from Nagpur University, India, (1999), and an LL.M from Warwick University, United Kingdom, (2002).

Ms. Ketty Marcelo López, President of the Organization of Ashaninka Indigenous Women of the central Amazon region of Peru 
Ms. López is currently the President of the Organization of Ashaninka Indigenous Women (OMIASEC) in Peru’s central Amazon and formerly served as President of the National Organization of Andean and Amazonian Indigenous Women of Peru (ONAMIAP). She works across Indigenous communities to protect water sources, revitalize ancestral knowledge, and promote the individual and collective rights of Indigenous women and Mother Nature at national and international levels. A Yánesha‑Ashaninka leader from the Central Amazon, she began her community leadership at a young age in the Native Community of Pucharini (Chanchamayo, Junín), holding multiple local positions and advocating for Indigenous women’s rights. She also served as the Representative of Indigenous Women of the Central Amazon, contributing to the strengthening of OMIAASEC and advancing visibility for Indigenous women’s demands and proposals. Throughout her trajectory, she has worked to defend Indigenous autonomy and contribute to collective struggles for the rights and self‑determination of Indigenous Peoples in Peru.
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