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Theme of the report: Curriculum, pedagogy and assessment as elements of the right to education (Addendum 3 contains a summary of the responses to the children and youth survey on curriculum, pedagogy and assessment)

Summary:
In her report, the Special Rapporteur on the right to education invites States to look beyond access to schooling and ask a more fundamental question: what kind of education are learners actually receiving? The report argues that curriculum, pedagogy and assessment are core elements of the right to education. What is taught, how it is taught and how learning is assessed must be aligned with the internationally recognized aims of education: the full development of the human personality, dignity, respect for human rights, participation in a free society, tolerance, peace, equality, cultural identity and respect for the natural environment.
The report warns that education systems are too often pulled away from these aims by excessive standardization, high-stakes testing, political or commercial influence, outdated curricula, underfunding and weak participation by learners and teachers. When assessment drives the whole system, education risks being reduced to what can be measured, ranked or automated. This narrows learning, undermines teacher autonomy, increases stress and exclusion and leaves many learners, especially those affected by poverty, disability, conflict, migration, discrimination or language barriers, without meaningful pathways to their full development. The report calls instead for education that is child-centred, inclusive, culturally relevant, locally adaptable, creative, participatory and grounded in trust.
The Special Rapporteur recommends that States treat curriculum, pedagogy and assessment as one interconnected human rights ecosystem. This means safeguarding curriculum from political, ideological and commercial capture; ensuring meaningful participation by children, youth, teachers, parents, Indigenous Peoples and minorities; investing in teachers and inclusive learning environments; and reorienting assessment away from ranking and exclusion towards feedback, support, individual progress and meaningful learning. 
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
· Adaptability vs. stability? How can States make curricula adaptable to social, scientific and technological change without creating permanent reform fatigue for teachers, schools and learners?
· Epistemological justice. How can education systems recognize indigenous, local, minority and non-dominant knowledge systems without fragmenting national education systems or lowering common standards?
· Assessment as a roadblock. The report warns that assessment often becomes the “hidden curriculum” of education systems. What would be the first practical step for States that want to reduce the dominance of high-stakes testing without weakening accountability?
· Safeguards from capture. The report calls for safeguards against political, ideological and commercial capture of curricula and digital learning tools. What kinds of institutional safeguards are most effective in practice, especially in polarized societies?
· Future and relevance of education. The biggest concern of many young people is whether education still prepares them for real life. How can States make their education systems more relevant and meaningful in a future shaped by climate disruption, artificial intelligence, conflict, inequality and democratic fragility?
Beyond the interactive dialogue: join an extended informal open conversation with the Special Rapporteur. 
· What: A 2-hour informal drop-in session in English (no interpretation) for States and other stakeholders to discuss the report and your ideas and concerns relating to the right to education. 
· When: 18 June 2026, after the interactive dialogue, from 14:00 to 16:00. 
· Where: Room Concordia 4.

