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Theme of the report: International humanitarian law and internal displacement 
Summary: In this report, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons examines the relationship between international humanitarian law (IHL) and internal displacement in contemporary armed conflicts, highlighting how widespread non-compliance with IHL is a major driver of displacement and a barrier to durable solutions. She also stresses the persistent gap between protections afforded by law and realities lived on the ground. 
The report indicates that violations of the principles of distinction, proportionality and precaution, attacks on civilian objects and essential infrastructure, restrictions on humanitarian access and other violations of IHL continue to force people from their homes. Indiscriminate attacks, collective punishment, sexual and gender-based violence, sieges, and environmental destruction, are highlighted as drivers of displacement that heighten protection risks for vulnerable groups. The report also identifies key patterns in modern warfare—such as urban combat, fragmented non-State armed groups, and the targeting of essential infrastructure—that increasingly expose civilians to harm and force repeated and prolonged displacement. 
A central focus of the report is the legal framework governing displacement. It reaffirms the prohibition of forced displacement under IHL, except in narrowly defined circumstances, and clarifies that displacement may occur not only through direct orders but also through coercive conditions that leave civilians with no real choice but to flee. The report emphasizes the applicability and complementarity of IHL and international human rights law, in protecting displaced populations before, during, and after displacement. Persistent accountability gaps and structural barriers to investigating and prosecuting violations are identified as major challenges that perpetuate cycles of impunity. 
In conclusion, the Special Rapporteur stresses that stronger respect for IHL is essential to preventing displacement, protecting internally displaced persons, and enabling durable solutions. She calls for strengthened compliance, accountability, inclusive governance, and coordinated humanitarian-development-peace approaches, with meaningful participation of internally displaced persons in shaping responses and recovery.
Suggested points of engagement for States during the interactive dialogue:
· Please identify areas where the mandate of the Special Rapporteur could provide technical assistance to strengthen national implementation of international humanitarian law and/or advice towards the implementation of the recommendations contained in this report.
· Please provide examples of good practices in addressing internal displacement while complying with international humanitarian law. 
· In this report, the Special Rapporteur expresses her concern about coercive or premature returns of internally displaced persons to unsafe areas. How can States better ensure alignment with international humanitarian and human rights law, particularly when people choose to return? 
· What realistic measures can States take to improve accountability for displacement-related violations in conflict contexts such as the described in your report?
